Chewelah United Church of Christ
CREEKSIDE GAZETTE

No matter WHO you are or
WHERE you are on life’s journey,
You are WELCOME here!!!!
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 A.M. Sunday Children’s Christian Education: 10:30 A.M.
Church Phone # 935-8046 Website:
www.chewelahucc.org
Find us on Facebook as “Chewelah UCC”

Mission Statement:
“As children of God, united in our belief in Christ,
we are called to love one another as God loves us:
helping each other to live as givers, to be as doers,
to pray as believers, and always to serve.”
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Christian Education

Greetings!
The world starts its calendar over on January 1.The church does so on the first
Sunday in Advent.
Both days represent important milestones. January 1 represents the calendar
day that we have adopted, that reminds us that 365 days equal one year. The
days get shorter, the nights get longer, and then on the first of January (even
though it occurs sometimes in late December) we celebrate the globe turning a
corner and moving back toward spring and summer.
Cycles. Seasons. Renewal. These are the seasons of the earth.
The church calendar is not so much in competition with the world’s calendar, as
it reminds us that the cycles, seasons and periods of renewal we all experience
physically in the seasons, also happen within the geography of our souls, and
our communities.
Death. Birth. Resurrection. These are seasons of the soul.
The story of Jesus coming into our world, onto our earth and into our souls has
all of our human seasons built right in. During worship during Advent, we will
explore these seasons. As we recognize all that Advent means to us, I invite us
this year to consider the rhythmic nature of souls, and where God is calling us
to next, within the cycles of our own lives, and the life of our community.
Blessings,
Steve

From Mission and Stewardship
Thanks to all who responded so generously to the Neighbors in Need offering.
We raised $256. We also appreciate all who have prayerfully considered
stewardship for this next year. The gifts of time, talent and money were dedicated on Nov. 18 during worship. There is a box in the fellowship hall if you
still need to turn your forms in. Or you may give them to Rich, leave them with
Sara in the office, or mail them in. Thank you for all you contribute to this
church!
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On Friday, November 30 there was a
youth event after school. The kids made
brownies and Christmas ornaments.
They sold them the following Sunday at
church. The kids used the proceeds from
their sale to buy mittens, gloves, and hats
for kids in the community in need. Great
job UCC Sunday school kids.
The Christmas Program will be held on
Sunday, December 16, the 3rd Sunday in
Advent. The dress rehearsal will take
place at church on Saturday, December
15 at 9:30. The teachers will ask for assistance to work on lunch, costume preparation, and clean-up on dress rehearsal
day.
Kids had Sunday school on 11/11, 11/18
and 11/25. They will practice for the program on 12/2 and 12/9 so it is very important that everyone to learn their parts.
If you plan to have them participate in the
Christmas program please make sure that
they are at church for practices.
We love to see the kids in Sunday school.
Attendance has varied during classes.
Some Sundays have been without children, but there have also been as many
as 4 or 5 attending. Carmen, DaVee, and
Rachel are rotating teaching days so they
have some off-duty Sundays to attend
church. Your comments and participation
are welcome.
God Bless,
Carmen, Davee, and Rachel
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Monday Morning Prayer, Meditation and Contemplation:
During the month of December this group will continue to meet
at 8:00 am on Monday mornings in the Creekside Chapel. We
will be resourcing the 2018 UCC Advent Devotional which is
presented by United Church of Christ, “The Stillspeaking Writers’ Group”. The Stillspeaking group is composed of United
Church ministers and authors who collaborate on a variety of resources for people in the church, outside the church, and not so sure about the church. Their
motto is “Hearing God where you live (and other surprising places.)”
Come, Lord Jesus: 2018 Advent Devotional is a unique collection of
devotions that includes Scripture and prayer for each day of Advent. Begins December 2 (first Sunday of Advent) and continues through Christmas Day. Excellent for both individual and group use. From the writers of the popular online
Daily Devotional.
The longing of Advent is echoed in the plea of Revelation 22:20: “Come,
Lord Jesus!” If you long for a world that is illuminated by God’s love, join us in
praying this Advent, “Come, Lord Jesus.” If you can long for the renewal of humanity and the end of violence, join us in praying this Advent, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
There is a copy of the devotional available for use in the chapel. We
start with brief intro of scripture and a reading followed by forty minutes of silent
time, ending with a reading from “Jesus Calling”. All are welcome.

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
Submitted by Holly Peterson
The first Chewelah community Thanksgiving meal was a huge success.
Based on a similar event in Colville, the ecumenical group, Chewelah Faith
Resource Group decided to move forward with a free dinner in Chewelah.
With no idea how many to expect, it was decided to plan for 100. An estimated 125 folks attended the meal and 12-15 “to go” meals were delivered to shut
ins.
UCC congregants, which always respond to community events, provided many
food items and $100 in cash towards this meal. St. Mary's provided the turkeys and other expenses were covered by the ecumenical group.
Another possibility being discussed by this group is to provide a free soup and
bread lunch once a month for the community, with different churches rotating
the food and serving duties.
Thanks to everyone who contributed and attended our first community Thanksgiving dinner.
Chewelah Faith Resource Group meets the third Tuesday of each month, 10
am at UCC. Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.

Community Help Needed
On Saturday, November 24, a local family of four was displaced when their
home burned. Tangi Metlow-Briggs and her daughters were not home when
the fire broke out, but lost all their possessions. Tangi is the daughter of Deanna
Barnes.
This will be our church's community Christmas family this year. It was decided
to focus on bathroom and kitchen items as they are receiving clothing from other sources. Cash is also appropriate as they will have expenses as they replace what's been lost.
Suggestions for donations might be new or gently used utensils, towels, toiletries, cleaning supplies, small appliances.
A box will be available for these items. Cash can be given to Holly, who will be
the contact person. Checks can be mailed to the church or put in the offering
plate, designated Briggs family
Thank you in advance for your help with this. Those is what we at Chewelah
UCC do when there is a community need. It is a huge part of our local ministry.
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United Church of Christ Council Minutes: November 6, 2018
Judy opened. There were 10 present: Judy, Kathy, Rich, Roland, Holly, Ron,
Mary Ann, Lynn, Laura, Pastor Steve.
Judy opened. Steve offered a prayer. Minutes of September meeting were approved as corrected: Patty attended the meeting last month.
Financial Report: Rich reported October was a lower income month due to people who paid in advance. We are still coming up short. We need about $8000 in
the general fund per month. Roland reported an October 31 balance of $4267.
We have $58,215 in savings. See separate reports.
Pastor’s Report: The Transition team completed the beliefs and promises statement which will be posted to the web site. The book study will finish the current
book next week. Sally Bean will then be leading a study on affirmative prayer.
Music, movies, and musings will be on Nov. 14. We now have a CD with Steve’s old sermons. He will be in contact with Scott at the radio station. Stewardship letter will go out on Nov. 8.
Faith Resource Group: Holly reported they are focused on the community
Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 15 at St. Mary’s.
Business: City Sidewalks Christmas event on Dec. 1 is a Chamber event. We
have been asked to take the lead on singing. More information coming.
Church directory: Kathy is working on this. You must have filled out the email
consent form to be included in the directory.
Communications/Tech: Gene Schatz is creating a video of church that we
could put on the web site. Electronic signage is still under discussion. Roger
and Lynn will be redoing the conduit under the bridge to get better electrical output.
Credit card: The bank still needs a copy of the minutes that state the credit limit
is $1000. Laura will find the minutes where this was voted on.
Diaconate: Ron reported we will be singing at the City Sidewalks event on Dec.
1. It is also the date for Hanging of the Greens which we will do after lunch. We
will not be having a Thanksgiving service this year.
Pastoral Relations: They met on Oct. 3 and discussed up-coming events on
Steve’s calendar.
Christian Ed: The Christmas program will be held Dec. 16 with dress rehearsal
the day before.
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people such as Abraham, Noah, and Moses, as well as Mary and Joseph. By
decorating this tree, children can be reminded of historical biblical figures and
can also be taught about the preparatory nature of the Advent Season. Our
Jesse Tree ornaments were made by the church school children of years past.
The Colors of Advent: We use blue for the first, 2nd and 4th Sundays. On the
3rd Sunday rose or pink colors to represent the joy of the birth of Christ.
The First Sunday of Advent HOPE is particularly important during the Advent
Season and many special activities are launched on this day. Advent calendars
may be given on this day. Advent calendars are calendars which count the day
to Christmas. Usually, these calendars feature a design where each day, or
each Sunday, can be opened, after that day has passed, revealing a toy, chocolate or another treat. This makes it fun for the children to observe the Advent
Season. On this day, some people may also light the first candle on their Advent Wreath. This candle symbolizes Hope.
The Second Sunday of Advent PEACE On the Second Sunday of Advent, the
first and second candle is lit and this second candle represents Peace. It also
symbolizes all of the preparations that had to be made in order to receive and
take care of the Christ child. On this day, Bible readings that relate to Christ
and his manger are read.
The Third Sunday of Advent JOY The Third Sunday of Advent, also known as
Gaudete Sunday, calls for the lighting of the first two candles, as well as the
third candle of the Advent Wreath. The candle is known as Joy.
The Fourth Sunday of Advent All of the candles are lit on the fourth Sunday.
The candle representing this day symbolizes Love. All of the readings on this
day pertain to the annunciation of Christ’s birth.
A fifth candle the Christ Candle, it is lit during the Christmas Eve service.
Trustees - Thank you to all who helped with the Fall
Clean Up. Thank you to Kevin & Roger for leaf removal at the parsonage and Judy & Kathy for the
beautiful Fall arrangements, The Women of Good Intent who do so much for the congregation and Holly
and Ron for the recycling. We are blessed.
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ADVENT :

Marking the beginning of the Christian liturgical year
across many different Western churches, and beginning the period
of preparation and celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas,
Advent runs between 22 and 28 days. In the Roman Rite of the
Catholic Church, the Anglican Church, the Presbyterian Church, the Methodist
Church, and the Western Rite of the Orthodox Church, It begins on the Sunday
nearest St. Andrew’s Day (November 30th) and then runs the next three Sundays – and ends on the nearest Sunday to Christmas Eve or on Christmas Eve
itself. However, in the Mozarabic Rite of the Catholic Church and the Ambrosian
Rite of the Catholic Church, this holiday begins on the sixth Sunday before
Christmas or the Sunday following St. Martin’s Day (November 11th).
When is Advent? This year (2018) December 2 thru December 23.
While some people claim that the Advent Season began with St. Peter, there is
little evidence of that assertion. Most scholars and historians believe that the
Nativity of Jesus Christ was established sometime during the fourth century.
During the 5th century, homilies discussed preparation for the liturgical season
but didn’t disclose the time when that season began. It was until the sixth century, that a Synod established Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from the 11th
of November until Nativity would be offered under the Lenten rite. It is believed
that during this time, the Advent Season was established. Originally, it was celebrated for five Sundays, but Pope Gregory VII reduced it to four Sundays during
his papacy in the 11th century. And it’s been so ever since, although there are
still some churches which observe a longer Advent Season.

Mission and Stewardship: Laura reported the stewardship letters will go out on
Nov. 8. There will be a box in the fellowship hall to place completed forms in and
they will be dedicated on Nov. 18 during worship. The NIN offering brought in
$256.
Trustees: Mary Ann reported they had an anonymous donation of $150 to pay
Skye and Brian to finish the fall cleanup jobs. We have also been asked not to
take the cleaning supplies out of their cleaning closet. Roger created a gate at the
parsonage for better access to haul leaves.
Music: The music committee is working on a more contemporary approach. It
would be nice to have a keyboard for the church. The cost is $800-1500 for
secondhand. It was suggested to write for another grant from the conference or
look into using Diaconate money.
Campership: We still have not received a bill for summer camp.
Good Intent: They will be meeting on Nov. 7th. Program will be Gwen Kloster on
becoming a children’s author.
Concerns: Deb and Erma, Marcie, David C, Ashley and Carolyn, Denise
(Roland’s wife), Bell-Townes
Adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Laura Rutherford, Clerk

Advent Customs & Traditions
The Advent Wreath or Crown: Advent Wreaths are often
found not only in people’s homes but also in the church. This
circular evergreen wreath usually contains 4 candles (and
sometimes 5 candles) and each of these candles represents
one of the Sundays of Advent. Families who have this wreath
in the home will light the candles on each Sunday and say
prayers together. It is believed that this tradition goes back to
Lutherans in Germany during the 16th century. Sometimes
this wreath is known as an Advent Crown.
The Jesse Tree: Another popular tradition during the Advent Season is the Jesse Tree. This tree, named for the father of David, is one that is decorated
throughout the Advent Season with symbols of biblical people that are historically associated with or came before, the birth of Jesus Christ. This can include
8

Women’s Luncheon, St. Mary’s
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One of our 5 of 5 special offerings for the wider
church. It helps provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retired church
workers, emergency assistance to clergy families in
need, and Christmas checks to hundreds of annuitants, as administered by the Pension Boards.
Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life through the
birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are called to share widely,
through our witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to
distant neighbors.
You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that
cares for the active and retired clergy and lay employees
of the United Church of Christ through your participation
in this year's Christmas Fund Offering.
Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the one above, but also provide for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health
Premiums, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank
You” Gift Checks next December to lower-income retirees.
Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of retirees
whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing living costs.
This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of renewal by enabling
this ministry of compassion and care.
This offering is received on the Sunday before Christmas,
December 23, 2018.

December Worship Helpers
December 2nd

Communion, Food Sunday

Greeters

Bonnie Rail, Janice Burya

Ushers

Greg Rutherford, Laura Rutherford, Joan Blubaugh, Rachel Kristianson

Worship Assistant

Joey Locke

Hospitality

Roberta McMillin, Alma Stone

December 9th

Birthday and Anniversary Recognition

Greeters

Lynn Hume, Rachel Kristianson

Ushers

Roland Frye, Janice Burya, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Greg Rutherford

Worship Assistant

Holly Peterson

Hospitality
December 16th
Greeters

Judy Bean, Joan Blubaugh

Ushers
Worship Assistant
Hospitality
December 23rd

Roland Frye, Bev Heidlebaugh, Joan Blubaugh, Mary Ann Lachiewicz
Youth
Anneliese Hume, Chris Johnson

Greeters

Linda Moyer, Rachel Kristianson

Ushers

Chris Johnson, Alma Stone, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Laura Rutherford

Worship Assistant

Sally Beane

Hospitality

Holly Peterson, Bonnie Rail

Roberta McMillin, Alma Stone

December 30th
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Greeters

Greg and Laura Rutherford

Ushers

David Combs, ,Bev Heidlebaugh, Linda Moyer, Chris Johnson

Worship Assistant

Robert Nein

Hospitality

Janice Burya, Sally Beane

January 6th

Communion, Food Sunday

Greeters

Holly Peterson, Mary Ann Lachiewicz

Ushers
Worship Assistant
Hospitality

David Combs, Bev Heidlebaugh, Lynn Hume, Linda Moyer
Roberta McMillin
Judy Bean, Chris Johnson
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