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Report of The Transition Team
In January of this year, the Transition Team met for three initial meetings to lay
the groundwork for our work together, discussing leadership within our congregation, our congregation’s connections with the community of Chewelah, and
the UCC (within our conference and the larger national body) the heritage of
our church, and primarily what the future of our congregation’s witness and
ministry could be in the months and years ahead. We also discussed at length
the issues that needed to be addressed in concluding concerns over our previous pastor’s departure, wishing she and her husband blessings and Godspeed,
as well as the healthiest way for us to move forward as a congregation.
To that end, in the intervening months, we have discussed and empowered our
pastor and congregation members to:
1. Make changes to our worship experience to be more inclusive of a larger
range of worship styles and content.
2. Host two Movies, Music and Musings events, publicized within the local
community, as Outreach events.
3. To connect with our local radio station, to bring more awareness of our
congregation to our community.
4. Request and successfully receive a grant from the Pacific Northwest Conference of the UCC for new technological equipment for use in worship
and Christian Education. (Many thanks Judy and Kathy!)
5. Create a new “Tech” Committee, to guide us in the areas of media licensing, website design, signage, and other related issues.
6. Review other church websites, to explore ways of expressing who we are
to those who would like to join us, including the creation of a church covenant that will help us to articulate our deepest values and convictions as
congregation.
We now move into the second phase of the transition process, which includes
the ongoing work of the growth of our congregation, and communicating our
mission and witness to the larger community of Chewelah and Stevens County.
This phase also includes the beginning steps of a Search Process for our new
pastor.
Respectfully submitted,
Rich Schatz, Chairperson
Steve Lucas, Facilitator
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TRUSTEES
Norstar did the annual service on both boilers, the lawn around the church had
a second weed treatment, the furnace room ceiling had a second coat of paint,
the sign up sheet for the Fall Annual Cleanup is on the bulletin board by the
kitchen. Please sign up and indicate that the chore was completed.
Poor, by Quinn G. Caldwell
"Has God not chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of
the kingdom that he has promised to those who love God?" - James 2:5
Am I the only person who worries when the Bible says this type of airy fairy
thing about the poor? Like the Beatitudes: blessed are the poor why now? Are
we sure they know? I think you should go find someone caught in grinding multigenerational poverty and tell them how blessed they are. Let me know how it
goes.
Sometimes the Bible ends up sounding just a little too pat about the poor, like
church people who pay a thousand bucks to go on a work trip to a developing
nation and come back saying how much better the poor people there have it
than "we" do.
I grew up poor, surrounded by poor people, and yes, poverty can come with
gifts that are hard for the rich to receive: clarity about what really matters in life,
clarity about the nature and structure of the world and society, compassion for
others who suffer. Poor people often know secrets about God that the rich
should be clamoring to learn. But dare you to find me a single person caught
inside it who wouldn't trade the spiritual blessings of poverty for material security in a heartbeat. Find me one.
And, biblical authors, riddle me this: what happens if you've been poor your
whole life but haven't learned a damn thing about God because you've been too
busy trying to survive?
Sometimes the poor are not spiritual, just desperate. Do they need to be incandescent with the knowledge of God to be worth helping?
Sometimes, like anyone (but perhaps with more reason), they are grumpy, or
unpleasant. Do they need to be holy and kind to deserve regard?
Sometimes the poor scheme, or break laws, in order to survive. Do they need a
clean rap sheet to be loved?
Poverty is not a Sunday school lesson. It is hard beyond imagining. It is degrading. It might refine the soul sometimes, but at least as often, it just grinds it
down to a nub.
Prayer: Wipe away pleasant fictions and comforting platitudes, O God. To
those who have not learned by experience, grant a full and certain knowledge
of the nature of poverty, so that we know the enemy we fight. Amen.
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World Communion Sunday & Neighbors in Need Offering
1st Sunday, October 7th
Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of
Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United
States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry
(CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Witness
Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and
direct service projects through grants.
Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work
ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address
systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.
This offering is one of the 5 of 5 offerings taken for the wider church. This year
our church applied for and received a sizeable grant from the proceeds from one
of the 5 of 5 offerings.
UCC congregations will receive the NIN offering on October 7, 2018 as part of
their World Communion Sunday observance.
World Communion Sunday on the first Sunday of October offers congregations
a distinctive opportunity to experience Holy Communion in the context of the
global community of faith. It has become a time when Christians in every culture
break bread and pour the cup to remember and affirm Christ as the Head of the
Church. On that day, we remember that we are part of the whole body of believers. Whether shared in a grand cathedral, a mud hut, outside on a hilltop, in a
meetinghouse, or in a storefront, Christians celebrate the communion liturgy in
as many ways as there are congregations.
World Communion Sunday can be both a profound worship experience and a
time for learning more about our wider community of faith.

House Committee
CEA MEETING October 1 & 3, 6:00 pm
BIRTHDAY PARTY October 20th, 2-7 pm, Fellowship hall and kitchen
HEAD START “Love and Logic workshop” will meet Wednesdays from 5p.m.
– 8:30 pm. On April 10,17,24 and May 1,8. Will use the kitchen, fellowship hall
& nursery.
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United Church of Christ Council Minutes, September 4th
Judy opened. There were 12 present: Kathy, Rich, Roland, Holly, Ron, Mary Ann,
Lynn, Rachel, Sandy, Laura, Kim, Pastor Steve.
Kathy opened. Steve offered a prayer. Minutes of August meeting were approved
as written.
Special council meeting on August 26: 11 present. Discussion was held regarding
a corporate credit card. Rules and restrictions listed separately. Rich moved to
obtain a corporate credit card with a $1000 limit. Seconded and passed.
Financial Report: Rich reported total income of $5525. Roland reported the
checking account is low. A discussion was begun about where to put the loan
money to earn better interest. Rich moved to repay the Diaconate loan of $3500.
Seconded and passed. See separate reports.
Pastor’s Report: Steve reported the transition team met and is talking about signage. On Sept. 16 we will be joining with the Colville church for a joint service in
the park. He has been in contact with Scott at the radio station about filling a Sunday AM slot with his sermons.
Faith Resource Group: Holly reported they are considering an ecumenical free
Thanksgiving dinner to be held at St. Mary’s a few days or a week before Thanksgiving. They also talked about a free lunch program that would rotate between the
churches. Colville has had such a program for quite a while. Mission and Stewardship will discuss this.
Business: Consent forms are coming is slowly. You will not get emails from the
church if this consent is not signed. We need to be more vocal about this.
Holly reported TASTY is finished for the summer. They had four distributions and
served 23 families. They spent $9853. The new store Gather is planning on doing
a fund-raiser.
Semi-annual meeting will be on Sept. 23. On the agenda is a proposal to make
the Communications/Tech committee a standing committee.
Roland reported that Banner Bank has a no annual fee credit card that we can get
with a $1000 limit.
Pastor’s Contract: The new contract includes a raise of $732 a month for salary
and benefits. There was a discussion about hours and office hours. A few minor
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changes were made to dates and language. Rachel moved to approve the
contract with Dr. Steve Lucas as corrected. Rich seconded. Motion passed.

October Worship Helpers

Diaconate: Ron reported they talked about some changes to the service format.

October 7th

World Communion, Food Sunday, NIN Offering

Greeters

Carmen Deal, Lynn Hume

Pastoral Relations: Rachel reported they met twice in the month of August and
worked on Steve’s evaluation.

Ushers
Worship Assistant
Hospitality

Greg and Laura Rutherford, Janice Burya, Mary Ann Lachiewicz
Bonnie Rail
Chris Johnson, Roberta McMillin

October 14th

Birthday and Anniversary Recognition

Greeters

Roberta McMillin, Chris Johnson

Ushers

David Combs, Lynn Hume, Linda Moyer, Roland Frye

Worship Assistant
Hospitality

Carmen Deal
Judy Bean, Joan Blubaugh

Christian Ed: Rachel reported they moved kick-off Sunday to Sept. 23. They
will be teaching only one class this year with only five kids. If we get more kids
attending they can make changes. Next meeting will be Oct. 28.
Mission and Stewardship: Laura reported the school supplies went to Gess
Elementary and the Jr/Sr High. The NIN offering will be taken in October.
Trustees: Mary Ann reported that gutters have been installed and the pipes
have been repaired at the parsonage. Norstar has a prepaid maintenance contract for the boilers that would be advantageous for us. Kim moved to sign up
for the prepaid contract. Seconded and passed. Skye and Brian have been
hired as custodians. Other routine maintenance has been done including weed
treatment on the lawn. Oct. 27 will be the fall clean-up day.
House: Mary Ann reported the Chewelah Ed Assoc. used the church on Aug.
22 and the Chewelah Creative District Planning Team was here on Aug. 24.
Music: Ron reported choir practice will begin on Sept. 23.
Good Intent: They will be meeting on Sept. 5 with a potluck.
Member-at-Large: Kim asked about the potato bar at Lite up the Park. Tabled
until next month.
Concerns: Deb and Erma, Roberta, Marcie, Ashley and Carolyn, DaVee, David
C, Mitch and Cheri
Adjourned.

October 21st
Greeters

Alma Stone, Sally Beane

Ushers

Greg and Laura Rutherford, Chris Johnson, Mary Ann Lachiewicz

Worship Assistant

Kathy Combs

Hospitality

Bev Heidlebaugh, Anneliese Hume

October 28th
Greeters

Bonnie Rail, Janice Burya

Ushers

Roland Frye, ,Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Lynn Hume, Alma Stone

Worship Assistant

Holly Peterson

Hospitality

Roberta McMillin, Judy Bean

November 4th

Communion, Food Sunday

Greeters

Greg and Laura Rutherford

Ushers

David Combs, ,Bev Heidlebaugh, Linda Moyer, Chris Johnson

Worship Assistant

Roberta McMillin

Hospitality

Janice Burya, Sally Beane

Respectfully submitted, Laura Rutherford, Clerk
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