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Greetings Friends,
As we turn the corner into July, we do so as a congregation that is committed to
being a place of safety, empathy and hope in the community in which we live.
Safety, for us means that “whoever you are and wherever you on life’s journey,
you are welcome here,” that regardless of any of our outward appearances or
circumstances, this place is a place that focuses more on your soul and the
heart, than on how much any of us appear to have it all together.
We do this by holding each other close, knowing each other, and loving each
other.
Empathy means that we choose to walk for a while in each other’s shoes, rather than continuing to walk down the road only in our own.
We do this through conversation, working alongside each other and worshipping together.
And Hope means a community that “does” safety and empathy in the ways defined above.
Our goal is to continue to make the table around which we all gather bigger, to
enlarge it for those who need safety, empathy and hope.
May we find it within ourselves this week to open our hearts to all those we encounter who need a community such as this.
Blessings,
Steve
All are invited to an informal Mindfulness Meditation Gathering. We are a
group of like-minded individuals who are interested in the healing powers of
meditation. Meetings are held the second and fourth Saturday of each month
in the Creekside Chapel from noon until 2:00 p.m.. For more information,
please contact Denise at blackhorsehill@gmail.com.
Chataqua Parade – SAVE the Date, July 14
Chewelah UCC Council voted to walk in the Chataqua Parade on July 14. Signs
and message TBD. Get out your blue UCC T-shirt or buy another one and save
the date for a walk with delightful people!
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What Really Matters

John Edgerton
In the second year of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel, Amaziah son of
Joash king of Judah began to reign. He did what was right in the eyes of the
Lord. The high places, however, were not removed; the people continued to offer sacrifices and burn incense there." - 2 Kings 14:1, 3-4
King Amaziah had a stressful job.
He led an entire nation. If the people didn't follow the Laws of God (all 613 of
them), he had to answer to God Almighty. And Amaziah's performance review
could go one of two ways. The Bible would say of Amaziah either, "He did what
was right in the eyes of the Lord" or—bum ba buuuuuuuum—"He did not do
what was right in the eyes of the Lord."
Talk about pressure!
Amaziah had reason to worry. He had one big shortcoming. It would come up at
every "Monarch-Nation-Relations-Committee" meeting. Several responses to
the Survey-Donkey noted it was never a problem for the Monarch Emeritus.
The problem that kept Amaziah up at night was…people were burning incense
on the high places.
You were expecting something worse, maybe?
In the end, the verdict on Amaziah's leadership was clear: he had done what
was right in the eyes of the Lord. He was faithful in the most important ways.
And if the incense thing never quite got figured out, so be it.
For church leaders in a numbers-obsessed, data-driven culture, it's tempting to
focus on the myriad ways we fall short of perfect. Maybe Sunday attendance
isn't what it used to be, or the social media numbers are low. It's tempting to
mistake worry for vision.
Focus on making people's lives better in your local community. Social media
numbers will follow. Focus on glorifying God and attendance numbers won't be
a problem. Attendance numbers may or may not be high. But whoever tells you
that God only works wonders when attendance is high is selling something—
probably a church growth book.
Be faithful and you'll do right in God's eyes.
Prayer: Help me not sweat the small stuff.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: John Edgerton is Associate Pastor at Old South Church
in Boston, Massachusetts.
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N-Sid-Sen Church Retreat: Registration is now open for the exciting West/
Chewelah/Colville/Newport retreat Sept 7-9, 2018 at N-Sid-Sen.
The link https://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessionDetail.aspx?
idCamp=367&idSession=192674&campCode=nss
The rates are:
Adults/Teens Lodges = $98.00 Adults/Teens Cabins = $88.75
Seniors (62+) Lodges = $94.25 Seniors (62+) Cabins =$84.50
Youth 8-12 Lodges = $88.75
Youth 8-12 Cabins = $80.00
Child 3-7 Lodges = $74.50
Child 3-7 Cabins =$68.00
UCC Communications-Tech Committee Going 21st Century
An Ad Hoc Communications-Tech Committee has been meeting weekly to: 1)
implement the PNUCC grant; 2) review the website & explore face book opportunities; and 3) review possibilities for improved communication strategies. To
date this committee has purchased a Chromebook; big screen TV for the sanctuary and other uses; and a color printer. As well the committee is recommending to the congregation that Communications-Tech become a Standing Committee with roles and responsibilities to be recommended to the congregation at
the semi-annual meeting. Policy development to assist with new opportunities/
roles and responsibilities is also being recommended to the Council. A draft Social Media Policy and a draft Data Protection Policy will be recommended to the
Council at the July meeting.
Committee members sharing their expertise and the workload are: Sherry
LaVigne; Holly Peterson; Ron Peterson; Sky Maverick; Greg Bell-Towne; Jim
Jensen; Steve Lucas; Judy Bean; and anyone else who wishes to participate .

N-Sid-Sen Summer Camps: To Register go to “Events” at www.n-sid-sen.org
Curriculum Theme “Beyond Belief! The Universe of God”
Senior High Camp (going into 10th grade – entering college) July 8 – 14
Intermediate Camp (going into grades 5 – 6) July 15 – 21
Rainbow Retreat (age 18+) July 20 – 22
Kids’ Camp (going into grades 2 – 4) July 15 – 18
Family Camp #1 July 29 – August 4
Jr. High Camp (going into grades 7 – 9) August 5 – 11
Family Camp #2 August 12-18
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United Church of Christ Council Minutes, June 5, 2018
Judy opened. There were 15 present: Judy, Kathy, Rich, Roland, Holly, Ron,
Mary Ann, Roberta, Lynn, Kim, Patty, Bev, Sandy, Laura, Pastor Steve.
Judy opened. Steve offered a prayer. Minutes of May meeting were approved as
written.
Financial Report: Rich reported income is still short. The TASTY money is still in
the account. Roland reported lots of expenses. The boiler and plumbing repairs
were about $1000. Bills are paid. See separate reports. Judy reported on the fiscal review. We recommend a letter go out to the congregation on our progress
and a conversation after church on the 24th. Roland and Rich will create the letter. We will also celebrate the progress we’ve made so far.
Pastor’s Report: The transition team will meet on June 19 and will take up our
connection to the wider UCC. We are moving to create new programs to draw
new people. The Ecumenical Faith Group continues to meet. They are looking at
a community Thanksgiving meal. The TASTY program had a good fund-raiser.
Their first distribution will be July 16. He met with St. Paul Lutheran church. They
are interested in collaborative programs. They are currently in a call situation. He
met with Jim Castrolang of Colville. We are looking at a joint service tentatively
planned for Sept. 16. Courtney Strange-Tregear will be here on July 1. Sherry
LaVigne is working with us on the web site. We can now tape sermons to place
on the web site. He feels we are on track with the intentional interim process.
Unfinished business: The new banner is up. The TASTY bank account is now in
their name under our tax umbrella.
New Business: The draft of the evaluation policy was reviewed. Roberta moved
to approve the policy with suggested minor revisions. Seconded and passed.
Social media. We currently have no policy. Information on sample policies was
presented to the council for review. As of May 18 the data protection policy goes
into effect. Information was presented to council. We would like to set up a standing committee for communications. This must go through the congregation.
Insurance issues. Judy met with Fran Jenne. She strongly recommended we get
Fiscal Liability insurance for directors and officers, which we currently do not
have. She will give us a quote once we submit the information she needs.
Chataqua parade. Kathy moved we participate in the Chataqua parade on July
14. Seconded and passed.
(Continued next page)
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(continued from previous page)
Movies in the Park. Sky presented a request to use our non-profit tax status to
write receipts for donations by businesses. Discussion followed. We previously
approved MITP to use our music license. The council was not comfortable with
going further due to legal and liability issues and chose not to proceed.
Letter from Forrest Govedare concerning parking. We have been using their
property for parking for many years and he is asking for upkeep and maintenance. Judy followed up with more information on property lines, etc. The best
solution is to discontinue parking on their property. We will communicate this to
the congregation and try placing some no parking signs on Sunday mornings.
We will formulate a letter to Forrest of our intentions.
Christian Ed: Laura reported that Christian Ed Sunday was June 3. Lanyards
with charms were given out instead of certificates. There is a sign-up sheet for
help with summer activities for the kids. Kick-off Sunday will be Sept. 9.
Mission and Stewardship: Laura reported the Strengthen the Church offering
brought in $204. Half of that offering will stay here and be earmarked for campership.
Trustees: Mary Ann reported the lawn is being mowed and upkeep is being
done on courtyard benches. The irrigation check valve was replaced and will
be inspected within two weeks. A small wall is being built in the SE corner to
divert excess roof water to the gravel trench.
Music: Ron reported there is a sign-up sheet posted for special music.
Campership: Laura reported there are sponsors for a couple kids to attend
camp. She is looking for a couple more people who would be willing to help
sponsor half the cost of kids going to camp.
Concerns: Marcie, Ashley and Carolyn, Cheri and Mitch, Bonnie
Adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Laura Rutherford, Clerk
HOUSE – No new requests. Please remember to lock the courtyard doors.
TRUSTEES - We are mowing, trimming, weeding and cleaning. Thank you
Roger for completing the water diversion project behind the kitchen.
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July Worship Helpers
July 1st

Communion, Food Sunday, Christian Education Sunday

Greeters

Holly Peterson, Sally Beane

Ushers

Linda Moyer, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, David Combs, Chris Johnson

Worship Assistant

Bonnie Rail

Hospitality

Janice Burya, Alma Stone

July 8th
Greeters

Greg and Laura Rutherford

Ushers

Roberta McMillin, Lynn Hume, Bev Heidlebaugh, Bonnie Rail

Worship Assistant

Kathy Combs

Hospitality

Judy Bean, Joan Blubaugh

July 15th
Greeters

Bonnie Rail, Holly Peterson

Ushers

Greg and Laura Rutherford, Janice Burya, Roland Frye

Worship Assistant

Carmen Deal

Hospitality

Chris Johnson, Roberta McMillin

July 22nd
Greeters

Alma Stone, Sally Beane

Ushers

Linda Moyer, Holly Peterson, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Lynn Hume

Worship Assistant

Joey Locke

Hospitality

Bev Heidlebaugh, Anneliese Hume

July 29th
Greeters

Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Janice Burya

Ushers

Carmen Deal, Chris Johnson, Roberta McMillin, David Combs

Worship Assistant

Holly Peterson

Hospitality

Judy Bean, Joan Blubaugh

August 5th

Communion, Food Sunday, Christian Education Sunday

Greeters

Roberta McMillin, Chris Johnson

Ushers

Greg and Laura Rutherford, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Roalnd Frye

Worship Assistant

Carmen Deal

Hospitality

Holly Peterson, Bonnie Rail
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