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Greetings Everyone!
There are many aspects of living in Chewelah that are just simply lovely...the
hospitality of those who live here, the relaxed sense of humor I find in conversations with so many of you, and especially the warmth of those within our community of faith.
And yet, I would mention one more benefit of this community…the beauty of
each of the seasons. I have experienced Autumn, Winter, and now Spring. (I
know, Summer is on the way.) I have seen colors this spring, not to mention a
depth of blue in the sky that I have not seen in quite some time.
Congregations experience seasons as well. In fact, all relationships, whether
they are between two people or 200, experience times of birth, growth, stasis,
decline and renewal. Our congregation is experiencing the buds of renewal, in
our work together, in the new events and gatherings we have shared, and in the
new relationships that we have begun to enjoy with those who have come our
way.
I want to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all those who are serving in leadership positions within our church, as well as our Transition Team,
who have been instrumental in making these new events and opportunities possible. And I want to thank everyone for your support of these events and initiatives.
As we move into these upcoming months of vacations, travel and the enjoyment
of our very long summer days, I pray for you times of rest, reflection, and chances to give thanks for the beauty of this place. And mostly for those in your life
whom you love, and who love you back.
Peace,
Steve
THANK YOU! I wish to thank all of you for helping with the Youth event in
April. We have a great group of young people in our church.
Rachel has the list of activities that the youth compiled in May for idea's for
summer events. If you are interested in doing or helping out with the youth,
please contact Rachel, Carmen or Davee. Better yet sign up for a Sunday this
summer. Sign up sheet on the bulletin board.
We are blessed to have such a loving a accepting UCC family.
Sincerely, Davee Pullen
2

(continued from pg 10) from a book or Bible as we know it.
As Australian systematic theologian Geoff Thompson has noted:
“…the fundamentals of Christian faith were already in place in creeds, liturgies and
summary statements of faith before the extent of the Christian Scriptures was settled. It was not the Bible which produced Christian belief. Rather, the Bible
emerged in the process of clarifying the details of Christian faith. In other words, it
was because you believed certain things about Jesus and God that led you to believe certain things about the Bible.”
Even in its complete form, regardless of how we think the Bible is inspired or
authoritative, it is still not God. The reader, the interpreter is not God. Our thoughts,
views, and opinions about what we think the text means, are not God. Our vocal or
quoted expressions of the text, are not God. Our typing out a verse of Scripture is not
God. Our theological frameworks are not God.
Second, such a response completely eschews the ancient mysticism of the
Church and the idea that experience, intuition, reason, communal teaching, acting,
and the liturgical inhabiting of the faith were also ways in which God as Trinity
“spoke” and communicated with the Church, apart from the Bible or written forms.
And just a side note to all this: Fundamentalist Christians (and some evangelicals), when the Church is discussing same-sex attraction, marriage, abortion, the death
penalty, gender roles, or any other complicated issue where there is respectful disagreement on both sides, if you think merely quoting a Scripture verse somehow settles
the matter, then you are incredibly shallow and, frankly, ignorant. If you really think
the people in those discussions weren’t aware of those verses, then I feel sorry for
you. It means you are a child who has wandered into an adult conversation.
Too many fundamentalists (and many evangelicals) make of the Bible, and their
understanding of it, an idol. They worship a book and their knowledge of it. Their
“relationship” is with a book, rather than with the one of whom it speaks. Christian:
Don’t make of your Bible an idol—don’t be an idol worshipper.
About Darrell Lackey
Darrell Lackey has been a lead pastor and currently works in the private sector. He is
part of a home gathering of some amazing, wonderful Christians and a graduate of the
University of San Francisco and Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (Now Gateway). You can follow him or read more of his writings at Divergence (A Journey Out of
Funda-gelicalism). He and his wife reside in Northern California.

11

(Continued from pg 9) A person could memorize the entire Bible. They could
quote a Scripture verse for every problem, argument, or issue at hand. One could study
the Bible deeply every day, for a lifetime. One could do all this and never know the God
of whom it speaks. One could do this and be a mean, angry, and selfish person. One
could do this and never lift a finger for another human being. One could do this and be
nothing more than a judgment machine, handing out judgments, opinions, and confident assertions about the world and everyone else.
How do I know this? Because I’ve experienced it. I know some of these people. I
stopped being impressed by people who’ve memorized a lot of Scripture a long time
ago. Why? Because I knew too many of them who were awful people.
Bible knowledge will never substitute for a relationship with the subject of that
book. Imagine a woman named Susan. Suppose I have a book about her life. I could
read all day long about Susan and memorize much of the information. I might even fall
in love with the Susan I read about.
However, it may be the words, the description, the sense I get from the book in
my own mind that I’m actually in love with. Not Susan. I’ve fooled myself. I’m actually
in love with my knowledge of Susan—my mental picture of her. I might think to myself,
other people know things about her too, but not as much as I do. I love how much I
know about her (see the problem there?).
However, unless I actually met Susan and spent time with her and got to know
her personally, outside that book, I DO NOT REALLY KNOW SUSAN.
An anticipated response: “But if the Bible is the primary way to know Jesus, if
he reveals himself, his thinking, his desires, what he wants from us, in that book, isn’t
that what is really happening—we are in fact meeting and knowing him through this
book?”
First, note how this type of response situates the person contextually in a time
(modern) and place (America/the West) where the Bible as we know it is common and
readily accessible—as if our time and location (a short blip on the radar screen of history) was the pinnacle of wisdom on the subject. The response forgets the first Christians
(or the Hebrews before), who did not have what we think of as the complete Bible today. In fact, such would not exist until several centuries after Christ. And guess what,
they still knew Jesus, they still knew God. Jesus did not need for a complete Bible to be
present before he communicated with his people.
The first Christians had the Hebrew Scriptures and the Apostle’s letters in circulation, but this was not a literate culture—most could not read. They came to know
Jesus through the spoken words and lives of others, not primarily (Continued pg 11)
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United Church of Christ Council Minutes, May 2, 2018
Judy opened. There were 15 present: Judy, Kathy, Rich, Roland, Holly, Ron,
Mary Ann, Roberta, Lynn, Kim, Patty, Rachel, Sky, Laura, Pastor Steve.
Judy opened. Kathy offered a prayer. Minutes of April 3 and the special council
meeting were approved as written.
Financial Report: Rich reported income was $7580. Roland reported we are very
close to budget this month. The grant money has not been received yet. See separate reports.
Pastor’s Report: Delegates had a good trip to Yakima for Conference. Focus was
on building relationships. Music, movies and musings went very well. The drummers were great. The book study has concluded and will be taking a sabbatical
over the summer. They will start a new book in the fall. The transition team
worked hard on the music and movies event and will be looking in different directions. The representative from the Salvation Army has been busy.
Unfinished business: The 3-5 year plan is still in process. We are already accomplishing some goals. The conference Minister of Vitality and the conference moderator would both like to visit, but no dates have been set yet. Installation of officers will be May 20. The building use policy is on hold due to some complex liability issues.
The Ad Hoc Tech committee will tentatively be meeting on May 8 at 1 pm.
The yard sale is happening. Setting up and sorting will be on Thursday and Friday. We will serve cinnamon rolls and coffee for a donation. We have a food permit. There will be music.
New Business: Judy presented a draft of the evaluation policy for us to review.
Sky and Bryan Maverick presented a proposal to sponsor “Movies in the Park”.
There would be a fee of $85 per event which should be covered by food vendor
fees. Rich moved to proceed with Sky and Bryan’s proposal for Movies in the
Park. Seconded and passed. See separate proposal for details.
Faith Resource Group: In order to set up a checking account for this group there
needs to be something in writing that we, the council for Chewelah UCC, has voted to allow the Chewelah Faith Resource Group to use the Chewelah UCC’s
501c3 tax status for banking purposes. See separate letter concerning this. Rachel moved to allow this group to use our 501c3 tax status. Seconded and
passed.
Randy Auvil Memorial: The Creekside Writers would like to purchase a bench
with a plaque in memory of Randy Auvil to be placed by the (continued pg 4)
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(Continued from pg 3) creek. The Trustees will determine the location. Rich
moved to allow the Creekside Writers to purchase and place a bench on
church property in memory of Randy. Seconded and passed.
Diaconate: Ron reported they talked about staying in touch with congregation
members. A suggestion was made to have post cards available that people
can fill out and send to the person that is missing.
Pastoral Relations: Rachel reported they met on April 24.
Christian Ed: Rachel reported that Christian Ed Sunday will be June 3. They
are planning for summer activities and will post a sign-up sheet for helping with
this. Kick-off Sunday will be Sept. 9.
Mission and Stewardship: Laura reported the Strengthen the Church offering
will be taken on May 20. Half of that offering will stay here and be earmarked
for youth activities, possibly campership. The remaining half goes to the conference. Half of that stays with the conference and the rest goes to National.
Trustees: Mary Ann reported the irrigation system was turned on April 18 and
we found the check valve needs to be replaced. This will be done by plumber
Curtis Frace. Deb has volunteered to check and clean the sprinkler heads.
House: Mary Ann reported that there was a surprise party on April 28 for Patty’s retirement.
Music: Ron reported they have decided where to hang Jean Merrill’s memorial
and will get it hung.
Campership: Laura reported that we did not schedule a camp Sunday for fund
-raising. Instead we will be looking for sponsors to cover half the cost of kids
going to camp.
Concerns: Marcie, Carol Auvil and family, Ashley and Carolyn, Cheri and
Mitch, Mary Hagstrom, Roberta, David Combs
Adjourned.
Respectfully submitted, Laura Rutherford, Clerk
The prayer shawl group is still knitting and crocheting shawls, we don't take a
summer break. If you would like to join us we are always looking for new helpers with this ministry. If you know of anyone who needs a shawl please let us
know, or pick one up at the church.
Prayers are said as we are working on them and are prayed over when they are
finished at our meetings. ~Bev
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(continued from pg 8) tech support; Jim CastroLang, parliamentarian; Childcare
providers, Erin Jensen and Matty Malone-Miller!
Lastly thank you to the many volunteers we may have missed naming who
spontaneously
stepped up on-site to lend a needed hand.
All positions on conference committees were filled with a waiting list for
those who also wish to serve.
We also get to celebrate the tremendous financial generosity of those in attendance.
Friends of the Conference/Camps collected just over $4000.00 and the special
offerings for La Casa Hogar/Communities of Practice received $3383.25.
A Note From the Watson’s
We feel a need to let our church family know what's going on with us. As most of
you know, we have been having health problems over the past two years. Carolyn's ataxia has worsened. I am still having severe back pain, which radiates
down my legs. I have taken a number of falls as a result of this. About a month
ago, both of us suffered through some severe allergy issues. Lately, I've been
having stomach problems. As a result of all this, our doctors have put some restrictions on us as to when and where we can go and what they will allow us to
do. We are so very thankful for all the cards, phone calls, and prayers from you
all. We also appreciate that you have offered to help but, as of right now, our
three daughters in the area have been stopping by every day and seeing to our
needs. In the next six weeks or so we will be seeing all our doctors and maybe
this will translate to some positive changes. Thanks again for your prayers.
Ashley

Christian: Is Your Bible an Idol?
November 10, 2017 by Darrell Lackey in Christian Issues
The Bible is not God, nor do symbols on a page contain God. God is not hiding
in the ink or paper molecules/atoms of the Bible. God existed before the Bible. Every
time we read or quote a passage of Scripture in an authoritative way, it doesn’t mean
God is speaking either to us or through us. It simply means we are reading symbols on
a page that represent meanings, which we then interpret. Whether or not we truly
understand the meaning or purpose of those symbols is something else entirely. It’s
possible I am idolizing my understanding of those symbols, rather than worshipping
(or even interpreting correctly) what they may be pointing toward. (continued pg 10)
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Wow! What a fabulous 2018 Pacific Northwest
Conference Annual Meeting attended by over 200
at the Yakima Convention Center on April 27-29th.
Attending from the Chewelah UCC as delegates
were Kathy Combs, Judy Bean and Pastor Lucas. Also attending were Holly
Peterson and Susan Chamberlin as members of conference committees. We
are so grateful for the many dedicated leaders and volunteers who made it a
meeting to be remembered! Thanks to the Planning Committee: Wendy Blight,
Andy Castro Lang, Susan Chamberlin, Jill Komura, Tara Leininger, Nathaniel
Mahlberg, and Jane Sorenson. These individuals pulled together and along with
the Board of Directors, who were the hosts of the meeting, worked to continue
the unique ways that we gathered at our camps last year. It definitely broke out
of some familiar patterns and celebrated our ministry of building deeper relationships and growing vitality in churches and communities, providing more opportunities to connect with others.
We were blessed to have as our guest presenter Bishop Dwayne D.
Royster who shared his knowledge in dynamic and practical ways, showing us
how to forge new relationships, build power and promise in our local church,
and transform institutions.
We want to thank our many presenters: Joy Haertig and Marci Scott-Weis,
Sophie Morse, MID and Conflict Consultant &Trainer; Steve Clagett and
the Justice & Witness Ministries; Rev. Paul Benz, Co-Director, Faith Action Network; Ann Lev and Martha Baldwin, Conference Treasurer; Joe Chrastil, who
led the presentation on organizing and one-on-one conversations.
We are also grateful to Maria Coyne and Michael Cheravitch and the sponsorship of the Cornerstone Fund, enabling us to lower the cost of the Saturday
evening banquet and reminding us how we benefit from their ministry.
And to the many, many volunteers: we couldn’t do it without you! Those who
provided the wonderful display tables. Volunteers at the registration desk, worship (Judith Rinehart-Nelson, who led Saturday morning worship and the Spirituality Center; and Michael Haven, on Saturday afternoon and Sunday), and
the business meeting included Dana Sprenkle, Jane Sorenson, Yuki Schwartz,
Dee Eisenhauer, Karyn Frazier, Tammy Stampfli; the composers and musicians: Kristin Vining, Julie Jones, David Fayram, John Eisenhauer, and
Donivon Johnson. Hillary Coleman, our host for Friday night’s celebration,
Kyna Shilling and Hillary Sage who provided the awesome (Continued pg 8)
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Good Intent met May 2nd with 36 in attendance. We had finger food and a
presentation by Virginia Work on Human Trafficking. It was very informative and
hard to believe that this is happening.
The group will raise money for their new project of buying and installing new
countertops in the kitchen. Look for our penny jar on the stand by the kitchen
door.
New Officers for next year are:
President: Bev Heidlebaugh
Vice Pres: Joan Blubaugh
Secretary: Janice Burya
Treasurer: Linda Moyer
In August we will have a picnic at Alma Stone's home and have installation of
our new officers. ~Bev
Campership
The campership fund was originally established with the goal of providing funds
to pay half the cost of sending kids to church camp. We have held many different fund-raisers over the years: camp breakfasts, car washes, dandelion digs,
and camp Sundays. And we have always managed to meet our goal. This year
we have not planned any fund-raisers specific to the campership fund. Instead
we are looking for people willing to sponsor a kid to go to camp by paying half
the cost. Costs at N-Sid-Sen have gone up significantly over the last few years.
The cost for junior/senior high age kids to attend camp is $410, intermediate
camp is $375, and kids camp is $212. If you are willing to sponsor half the cost
or any part of the cost please contact Laura Rutherford. Alternatively you may
make a donation to the campership fund by writing on your donation envelope
"campership" and placing it in the collection plate on any Sunday. For questions
or further information please contact Laura.

2018 N-Sid-Sen Camps: To Register go to “Events” at www.n-sid-sen.org
Curriculum Theme “Beyond Belief! The Universe of God”
Emerging Adult Camp (ages 19 – 35) June 15 – 17
Work Camp (all ages) June 18 – 21
Senior High Camp (going into 10th grade – entering college) July 8 – 14
Intermediate Camp (going into grades 5 – 6) July 15 – 21
Rainbow Retreat (age 18+) July 20 – 22
Kids’ Camp (going into grades 2 – 4) July 15 – 18
Family Camp #1 July 29 – August 4
Jr. High Camp (going into grades 7 – 9) August 5 – 11
Family Camp #2 August 12-18
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From Mission and Stewardship
We would like to thank the congregation for their generous donations to the food
pantry and the food bank. The food pantry is currently pretty well stocked. Extra
donations or items we don't feel we need in the food pantry are donated to the
food bank. A question came up as to where to put donations. There is a basket
to the left of the sanctuary for the food pantry and a large wooden box under the
coat rack for the food bank.
Part of the Strengthen the Church offering, which was taken on May 20,stays
here at our local church to help with youth programs. This year our share will go
to support the campership fund to help pay for kids to go to camp.

House Committee: Sara’s recital rehearsal -May 31, 3-5 p.m. Sanctuary

The trustees have been mowing, trimming, weeding and preparing the area
behind the children’s garden for tomato plants. The children will plant on June
10. In the next 2 weeks trustees will sand and stain the courtyard benches and
waterproof the other 2 benches. Then all the pots and bell tower will be planted. May 16th the check valve was replaced for the irrigation system.

June Worship Helpers
June 3rd

Communion, Food Sunday, Christian Education Sunday

Greeters

Youth

Ushers

Youth

Worship Assistant

Youth

Hospitality

Janice Burya, Carmen Deal

Jun 10th

Christian Education May 2018
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! Christian Education classes concluded on June 3
with the celebration of Christian Education Sunday. The students participated in
the church service and we marked the milestone of their completion of another
school and Sunday school year. Now it’s summer. We need summer activities
for the kids every Sunday. There is a schedule on the bulletin board by the
kitchen. If you are able to provide a project or activity for the kids please sign
up.







What’s the activity you’d like to share? List it on the first line under the date
you picked
Put your name or names on the second line
You will need to pull together your supplies for that activity
If you plan to take kids off church grounds parents need to give permission
Your activity should take between 30 and 45 minutes.
As the activity leader please check the Children’s Garden before church begins to determine if it needs watering and weeding. If it does take the kids
out to work on the garden before you begin your activities.

Thank you for your help. The kids will enjoy their time with you.
Carmen, DaVee, and Rachel
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Greeters

Roberta McMillin, Linda Moyer

Ushers

Greg and Laura Rutherford, David Combs, Lynn Hume

Worship Assistant

Carmen Deal

Hospitality

Sally Beane, Bev Heidlebaugh

June 17th
Greeters

Janice Burya, Mary Ann Lachiewicz

Ushers

Alma Stone, Janice Burya, Beverly Heidlebaugh, Bonnie Rail

Worship Assistant

Joey Locke

Hospitality

Joan Blubaugh, Roberta McMillin

June 24th
Greeters

Lynn Hume, Chris Johnson

Ushers

Roland Frye, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Roberta McMillin, Laurel Shelton

Worship Assistant

Holly Peterson

Hospitality

Judy Bean, Anneliese Hume

July 1st

Communion, Food Sunday, Christian Education Sunday

Greeters

Holly Peterson, Sally Beane

Ushers

Linda Moyer, Holly Peterson, Carmen Deal, Chris Johnson

Worship Assistant

Bonnie Rail

Hospitality

Janice Burya, Alma Stone
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