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Pastoral Letter:
In Gratitude Forgiveness and Trust
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
When we listen carefully to God's call to us, we are guided as surely as we would be if
held like a child in God's very arms. As surely as the trapeze artist lets go of the swing while flying
through the air and knowing there are hands to catch and guide her through to the next swing, so
am I, and so are you held and guided to what is next in our journey of faith.
It's knowing this in the deepest part of my being that helps me let go and say goodbye to
you all – knowing that in Christ God is with me and with you in whatever God is calling us to next.
That we are loved and what we have to do for our part is to love – love God, and each other as
well as ourselves.
So, as I prepare to leave and let go for a new future for myself and you, I want to want to
say thank you. Thank you, because being here with you all of me has made me a better pastor,
strengthened my call, and help me to actually fall in love with the gospel: the good news that Jesus assures us that God loves and cherishes us all. And nothing can change that love. I know
that better now because of the time I have spent with you and the love that we have shared.
There are so many of you to thank – so much to be grateful for. Thank you all for the time
and tremendous work you have each given to this church these last 6 1/2 years. Your care and
love for this church family is obvious.
Thank you to everyone who participated in putting together all those worship services
and especially for all of you who have given your gifts of music. Thank you to everyone who has
given in ministry to our children – teaching them of the way of Jesus and God's love. Thank you
to all the cooks who have fed us so well, and the leadership of the council and committees, chairs
and members – all those countless hours!
Thank all of you who have participated in our church offerings for spiritual growth: prayer
and meditation groups, Lenten soup and spirit, special liturgical services, and those who have
made the sanctuary more beautiful and sacred with art and color.
Thank you for all the many ways you have supported this church and me with financial
gifts and your time and your talents.
Thank you for your vulnerability in sharing yourself and your life with me – I have been
honored to share in your journey of faith. Thank you letting me into your homes and hearts when
you have been ill or in crisis.
Thank you for the dishes washed and the parsonage cared for, the snow plowed and
leaves raked. For all this and so much more: thank you, thank you, thank you.
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Interventionist God—Molly Baskette (Senior Minister of the First Church of Berkeley, California, and the author of the best-selling Real Good Church and Standing Naked Before God)

"All the creatures look expectantly to you
to give them their meals on time.
You come, and they gather around;
you open your hand and they eat from it.
If you turned your back,
they'd die in a minute
—Take back your Spirit and they die."" - Psalm 104
Last week I watched a mother, a friend of mine, shovel earth onto her 8-year-old's grave. He died
from complications after contracting the flu, strep and pneumonia all at the same time. He was
the light of his parents' and brothers' life, and now his light has gone out of the world. His family,
who are atheists, in fact believes his light has gone out forever. The week before that I met a
man, an ebullient self-made immigrant with a successful business, who told me that God had
allowed me to survive cancer because He (sic) had important plans for me. God had selected
me, from among the many other people who contract cancer every year, to live.
The relative power of God to intervene in the happenings of our world is perhaps one of the most
unresolved tenets of progressive Christianity. We all want to believe in God's interested involvement in our lives. And yet we can't believe that God interferes on behalf of some (especially, as it
often plays: white, abled and Christian) while permitting others to go broke, get sick, lose children
and/or die themselves.
How can we have it both ways? How can we believe in a God who answers prayer, while not
believing in a God who takes sides and picks favorites?
I don't have an easy answer for this, except that I do believe God is with us and very much at
work. What I often tell people (with a secular translation for my atheist friends) is that God doesn't
send the catastrophe, but God sure will use it, to strengthen, reveal, transform, or heal. Sometimes what the healing God sends is, in fact, death—which is not the end. And sometimes, it's a
life we never imagined would be ours—different, and often better, than the one we were living.
Prayer
God-With-Us, interfere in our lives as You will, and not as we will—trusting that Your goodness
undergirds it all. Amen.
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Thanks for your continued support of
our project. Made particularly colorful
and eye catching this year with the addition of the blooming parrot tulips!
GFWC Chewelah Woman's Club

It has been an unspeakably deep honor and privilege to serve all of you as your pastor. I
am a better pastor for having had you all in my life of ministry.
In gratitude, forgiveness, and complete trust in God I offer this prayer of faith.
God, who is everlasting love for all is trustworthy, help each of us to trust the future which
rests in your care. The time we were together in your name saw our laughter and tears, our hopes
and disappointments. Guide us as we hold these cherished memories but move in new directions,
until that time to come when we are completely one with you and with each other, in the name of
Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
All blessings to you Pastor Judith.

TRUSTEES: Roger faithfully mows the church lawn. This takes him hours and hours. He
brings over his own riding lawn mower on his trailer, and hauls away the grass. Currently, after
our very wet spring, it is growing faster than he can keep up with it. Give him a special thank you
for this huge offering of time, talent, and the use of his equipment!
You will notice that the front entry and bell tower were very colorful this spring. Susan planted
daffodils and multi-colored parrot style tulips after the ground thawed. They looked particularly
festive with the whirligigs spinning in their midst.
There are still areas that can be cleaned on the signup sheet next to the kitchen. This is a whole
church members and friends effort. Thank you to those who have taken on a project or in some
cases projects. Please let’s see if we can get all the spaces checked off.
During heavy rains there is still some water coming in around the basement walls. It will be during the dry part of the summer before we can do repairs and preventative measures for the future.

June Lectionary
June 4: Pentecost Sunday
Lesson 1: Acts 2:1-21 or Num 11:24-30
Lesson 2: 1 Cor 12:3b-13
Psalm:
104:24-34, 35b
Gospel: John 20:19-23 or John 7:27-39
June 11: Trinity Sunday (1st Sun after Pent.)
Lesson 1: Gen 1:1-2:4a
Lesson 2: 2 Cor 13:11-13
Psalm:
8
Gospel: Matt 28:16-20

June 18: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Lesson 1: Gen 18:1-15, (21:1-7) or Ex 19:2-8a
Lesson 2: Rom 5:1-8
Psalm:
116:1-2, 12-19 or 100
Gospel: Matt 9:35-10:8, (9-23)
June 25: 3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Lesson 1: Gen 21:8-21 or Jer 20:7-13
Lesson 2: Rom 6:1b-11
Psalm:
86:1-10, 16-17 or 69:7-10 (11-15) 16-18
Gospel: Matt 10:24-39

Situational Support Consultation Update
TASTY Fundraiser
A fundraiser for local youth to provide summer food
Silent Auction and Music
At The Quartzsite Brewing Company
Friday, June 9; 5-8

Worshiping with Colville
We have been invited to worship
with Colville UCC on July 30 at the
Colville City Park at 10 am
A potluck will follow, though we
are the honored guests and do not
need to bring food.
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On April 9, our church participated in a consultation with a United Church of Christ, Pacific Northwest Conference, Situational Support Team of Joan Sulser, Linda Crowe, and Jon Louis. All
three members are planning the worship service with us on Sunday, June 18, but only two team
members, Joan Sulser and Jon Louis, will be present during our worship to share information
about the process and their findings. Following worship they will join us for a potluck. After the
potluck they will be available to answer your questions. Please wait until the Q & A session following the church service and the potluck to inquire about your concerns or anything that needs
clarification. Thank you and we hope that you can be with us on Sunday, June 18.
Blessings,
Holly Peterson and Rachel Kristianson
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CHEWELAH UCC COUNCIL MINUTES – MAY 2, 2017
Those Attending: Ron and Holly Peterson, Susan Chamberlin, Roger and Patty West, Rachel
Kristianson, Mitch Freeman, Kim and Marcy Powers, Roberta McMillin, Judy Bean, Dede
McAuliffe, Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Bonnie Rail, Dave and Kathy Combs, Carol Auvil, Carmen Deal,
and Lynn Hume
The May council meeting was opened by assistant moderator, Holly Peterson, who announced that
Cheri Freeman had resigned from her position as moderator. Holly stated that she will act as interim moderator but only willing to do so until August of this year (our semi-annual meeting). The
nominating committee will be tasked with finding new candidate(s) for moderator.
Holly led a prayer calling for healing, then apologized for any slights or offenses experienced by
church members and pledged support in moving forward as a united congregation. Rachel responded with a similar apology and commitment.
Minutes: Corrected minutes for the April meeting were approved as corrected. Holly explained that
the corrections for April minutes took too long for the minutes to appear in the newsletter. Holly
asked if council felt it was important to continue publishing the minutes in the newsletter and the
consensus was that it is.
Agenda Review: There were no additions to the evening’s agenda.
Judy Bean led those attending in an exercise to establish behavioral norms for council members
working with one another. Norms established were:
YES: listen; be open to all points of view; show respect in both words and body language; be transparent with feelings, and understand there are different realities.
NO: side-talk; interrupting, ignoring, put downs of other people’s ideas, and dominating discussion.
Norms also were established to be used in the facetime session with PNC Conference minister
Mike Denton, scheduled for later in the evening. They were: introduce yourself, talk once, and hold
the Bible as a “talking stick.”
Financial Reports: Financial Secretary Mitch Freeman distributed copies of his report showing the
income for April. Treasurer Susan Chamberlin handed out copies of April expenditures and a yearto-date financial statement. She reported there is still a $1000 income deficit for what was budgeted to this point.
Pastor’s Report: A report written by Pastor Judith was read by Clerk Sally Beane, in which Pastor
Judith addressed her resignation, offered words of guidance to the congregation moving forward,
and thanked the congregation for supporting her in attending the PNUCC Annual Meeting. She
also shared her intention to take part in an interim ministry training offered by in Bellevue May 10 th
through 12th. Holly explained that the interim training is only offered once every four years, so it
was important for Pastor Judith to attend this month.
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What is Required: Vitality Presentation
This is a summary of the presentation made by
Minister for Church Vitality, Rev. Courtney Stange-Tregear
at the United Church of Christ Pacific Northwest Conference
Annual Meeting 2017.

Micah 6:8
Scripture tells us clearly what it is that God requires of us in Micah 6:8. To do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with God. These are the things God requires of us and these are also
the necessary conditions for vitality. From looking at actual real live churches we can see that
the most vital ones, are the ones that manage to find a balance between these three different
ways of being.
 Doing Justice includes a wide range of charity and justice actions, including supporting
Black Lives Matter, protesting unjust legislation, feeding and sheltering our homeless, visiting
and caring for those who are imprisoned.
 Loving Kindness includes a wide range of Christian practices such as worship, bible study,
faith formation, and labyrinth walking.
 Walking Humbly includes a wide range of giving and sacrificing, including stewardship of
our time, talent, and treasure, development and fundraising.
Each of these “required” activities is depicted in the graphic with a different colored circle.
Notice that these circles do not perfectly align, but rather overlap. Where the circles overlap a
space is created. And in the overlap, in the space created by all three, that is where vitality resides. Notice that the shape created by the overlap of the three circles cannot be created without
the three circles. I drew the diagram such because we cannot attain vitality by simply insisting we
be vital. Just like seeds that need sunshine, rain, and patient love in order to grow into plants, and
cannot be forced to grow by shouting at them. We cannot force vitality by insisting we are vital or
getting a new praise band.
Instead, when we focus on strengthening
Stewardship, justice and witness ministries, and
Christian practice, our churches will have the necessary conditions to thrive and be vital. I am not
saying that this is a formula.
Vitality= Go to a protest, form a stewardship
committee, and continue on with Sunday worship.
No, continuing to do things as you always have
will not increase your vitality. Nor will it help to
add activities that aren’t authentic to your church.
But putting energy into these three areas of
church life will create the necessary conditions for
an increase in vitality.
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THE CONSTITUTION AND BY LAWS OF THE
CHEWELAH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
As reviewed, edited and approved by the membership August 17, 2014

ARTICLE V Membership
Membership in this Church shall be open to any person without regard to race or color,
who has been baptized, has been confirmed, has made a public confession of faith in Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior, or (a) on presentation of satisfactory letters of transfer from other
churches or (b) by reaffirmation of faith on approval of the Diaconate and/or Pastor. Members shall pledge themselves to attend regularly the worship of the church and the celebration of the Lord's Supper, to contribute to its support and benevolence, and to seek diligently
the spiritual welfare of the membership and the community.
Any member may, on request, be granted a letter of transfer. If wishing to join a body not
in fellowship with this church s/he may be released.
If a member requests in writing to be released from membership obligations, the church
shall patiently endeavor to secure continuance in its fellowship; but failing in such efforts, the
church may grant the request and terminate membership. Such a request shall be approved
by the Pastor and the Council, and the Secretary shall issue the appropriate letter of release.
A member whose address has long been unknown or who, for a period of two years, in
spite of spiritual care, has not attended the church's worship or contributed to its support,
may by recommendation of the Diaconate and approval of the Council, be removed from the
membership roll and placed on an inactive list. If after the expiration of a year the relationship
remains unchanged, the name may be dropped from the inactive roll by further approval of
the Council.
As of the end of 2016 the clerk reported 83 members. Since Pastor Judith has been with us,
January 1, 2011 there have been 35 funerals, 17 were for church friends & members. 13 people
have joined the church. 23 have moved, passed not recorded by us, or become inactive therefore following the above constitutional guidelines were removed from the active list. Many people
attend as friends of the church, and many who do not attend frequently consider this their church.
MEMBERSHIP TRIVIA:
Three people have been active members since1956: Lynn Hume, Irene LaVigne, and
Frances Russell. Susan Chamberlin since 1961.
Bev Heidlebaugh joined in 1977, Bonnie Rail in 1986, and Laurel Shelton in 1990 and are
active members. All have three generations currently regularly attending.
There is currently a membership class available for joining on June 25th. Speak with Pastor Judith if you wish to become a church member.
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Unfinished Business:
Insurance: Susan reported that she is placing two copies of the church and parsonage insurance
policies in the office and they are available for any interested party to review. The policies are still
with Liberty Mutual; all that has changed is the insurance agent who is now. Fran Jenne, of HUB
insurance. Susan also reported that the agent prefers to attend the June 6 th council meeting to
review the coverage and propose recommendations rather than sending information.
Plant & Yard Sale: Holly reported that no UCC group was going to participate in the communitywide garage sale and suggested the plant sale be tabled for now with so much else happening in
the church. The council concurred.
Deadline for submissions to the Gazette is May 18, 2017. “Drop dead” deadline is May 23.
New Business:
Pastor Judith’s resignation: It was thought that this would be a 60-day notice and Pastor Judith’s
last day would be June 25th. Holly said that Pastor Judith’s salary will be owed for whatever period
is called for by her contract and for unused vacation time. According to the by-laws, the terms of
her leave-taking will be determined by a special meeting of the Council.
Calling Interim pastor: Question was raised as to whether those filling the pulpit are paid or not. It
was explained that the usual fee paid is $100 per time to licensed ministers and any ordained
pastors who are asked to do pulpit supply. The diaconate will work with the conference on the
interim process.
Committee Reports:
Diaconate: Ron Peterson reported that the Easter and Lenten services went well. Roberta reported that a call for more volunteers to assist Sunday services had resulted in four new voluntunteers. The committee also reported that memorial money was given in memory of Bill Breza.
It has not been decided what will be purchased with that donation. Flowers will be presented to
ladies present on Mother’s Day.
Pastoral Relations: Rachel Kristianson reported that the Situational Support Consultation will culminate with a question-and-answer session with Mike Denton this evening and that the team also
will speak to the entire congregation one Sunday to explain the process that led to Pastor Judith’s
resignation and to talk about moving forward. A discussion about the process began, but Holly
asked that questions be reserved for the session with Mike Denton and the regular meeting resumed.
Christian Education: Rachel reported that Mark Boyd had told her our church has more youth active in the church and attending camp than any other church of our size within the conference.
The committee will be meeting on May 7th to discuss summer programs for the kids. Volunteers
with activity ideas and skills are needed and the committee is seeking input from the kids as well.
June 11th will be Christian Education Sunday.
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Youth: Dede said the Campership Weekend went well with many fun activities; however, an overnight wasn’t possible as no overnight chaperones volunteered. Activities included a fire pit, singing, drumming, painting sail boats and Tae Kwon Do. Dede further reported that the young people
enjoyed putting on the Sunday morning pancake breakfast, and she thought it was a communitybuilding experience for them. Susan said that $297.00 was deposited as proceeds from the pancake breakfast. Holly explained that the church pays half of the kids’ cost to attend camp to help
ensure that the youth have that experience. The current total in the campership fund is $1100.
HAVE TO DOUBLE CHECK THAT. Dede announced that she would be resigning as head of the
Youth Committee.
Mission and Stewardship: Carmen Deal reported that $485.55 was the final total of donations for
One Great Hour of Sharing. Seven or eight Easter baskets were distributed and there is money
left over for the next holiday baskets. The committee also would like to renew food bank Sunday
as the first Sunday in each month when people are encouraged to give food or cash donations.
The committee’s next meeting will be May 23rd and the Strengthen the Church offering is scheduled for June 4. Holly reported that there is still money available in the Mercy Fund.
Trustees: Roger West reported three items: 1) The dishwasher is acting up and will need repaired. In the meantime, the valve should be turned off when the dishwasher is not being used. 2)
A second sump pump will be needed for the parsonage; but that the committee will wait until the
parsonage is vacant to begin the work of repairing the water damage to the basement. 3) The
neighbor across the street, who has allowed church members to park on his property during Sunday services, wants to improve his property. He would like to use beams to mark out an agreedupon parking space and gravel the area. He is asking the church to split the cost with him.
House: Mary Ann Lachiewicz reported that the church was used on April 24 th for sign making for
the Women’s March and again on April 29th for a social following the march (12:30 to 2:00 p.m.).
On May 2, the Girl Scouts met from 4:30 to 6i:30. They meet in the building every first and third
Tuesday. Mary Ann reported that Sara Cochran’s piano students will hold a recital at the church
on June 2, 2-8:30 p.m. and the A Mindful Life group will be using the church on the second and
fourth Saturdays from 12-2 pm
Good Intent: Bonnie Rail said Good Intent is winding down for the year and the last meeting of the
year will be May 3, when the group meets for lunch at Mama’s Restaurant in Valley. She said it
has been a good year with 12 to 15 people attending meetings and a special program presented
at most meetings.
Choir: Ron Peterson reminded the council that the choir will going on hiatus for the Summer, with
their last Sunday being May 28, volunteers can sign up to provide special music during the Summer.. Sara Cochran will fill in for Ron the Sunday he will be out of town, which is June 4.
Facetime Conversation with Mike Denton: The meeting paused for a facetime conversation
with Mike Denton from 7:30-8:30.
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Moving Forward: A Moderator’s Moment
Recent events, including special meetings and Judith's resignation at Chewelah UCC have left
people with a multitude of feelings.
When we heard the Situational Support Team, appointed by our church conference was coming
to hear our church issues, some people were angry, others confused, and many felt a great deal
of sadness and even betrayal that our church family had come to this point.
Judith has resigned and will be leaving us at the end of June, so what happens next? We begin
looking for an interim pastor and then start the search process for a new settled pastor. Will
those steps, along with Judith's leaving solve the hurt and division in the church? I don't think it
will.
A few weeks ago our conference minister, Rev. Mike Denton, joined us at a council meeting via
FaceTime to give us his advice and to answer questions as we try to move forward. What I
heard him say to all of us was, “You folks at Chewelah UCC need to decide if you want to be a
church.”
I'm wondering if any of the 30 folks who were there have given this any thought. I've been thinking about it a great deal.
What does it mean to BE a church? Worshiping God together and loving each other?
Supporting those in leadership? Advocating for peace and justice in the world?
Does our pastor define who we are as a church? These all sound like good descriptions to me. I
hope some of you have other ideas as well.
I have been speaking to some of our conference leaders who are supporting our church through
this difficult time. They tell me we have a lot of work to do as a congregation to heal from the
conflict that has occurred in the last few months. There are trained professionals, including the
Situational Support Team, who are willing to guide us, but all of us have to be willing to sign on to
the process.
We, as Chewelah UCC, have a unique presence in our community which needs to continue.
How do we make that happen?
Blaming each other (or Judith) is not the way for us to move forward. Forgiveness is a powerful
tool that we can practice, which will help heal our church community.
I encourage all of us to attend worship on June 18 to hear what the Situational Support Team
recommends for our church family. Then let's join together in prayer and conversation to help
everyone heal and enable us to move on. Again we ask, “Who are we now? Who does God
want us to be?”
I would love to have a conversation about these topics. Please email me hollyron@gmail.com,
or call 9361258.
Blessings on everyone at Chewelah UCC.
Holly Peterson
Acting Moderator
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Farewell to Judith
Judith's last Sunday leading worship will be June 25. She will also be taking in new members
during that worship service.
Following worship we will have a reception for Judith and our new members.
Those who wish may bring a card for Judith, or if you prefer to write a letter, there will be a large
envelope to collect those, which will later be put into a binder.

Further Business:
After the conversation with Mike Denton, there was a general discussion about scheduling a special council meeting to discuss Pastor Judith’s ending date and the church’s financial obligations
to her according to her contract. It was moved, seconded and passed that the special executive
session of the council be held Tuesday, May 9, at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be open to anyone,
but only council members will vote on recommendations/proposals. Holly said she would notify
the congregation of this meeting via bulletin inserts and e-mail.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
Submitted by
Sally Beane, Clerk

Youth Activities

Mother’s Day
2017

House Committee:
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6/15 Girl Scout’s Badge ceremony 6-8 p.m.
Primary Election, August 1– 6:30 a.m.-8:30 p.m.
Election, November 7- 6:30a.m.-8:30p.m.

Judith’s Office Hours
Mon: 12:30-2:30, Tues: 10-1, 3-5,
Thurs: 10-1, Fri & Sat: by appt.
Church-935-8046, Cell 510-684-8809
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June 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

June Worship Helpers
June 4th

Thursday

Friday

1

4

Pentecost
Worship: 10:30
Communion

5

6

7

8

Saturday

2

9

3

10

Church Council:
6:30

Greeters

Greg & Laura Rutherford

Ushers
Worship Asst

Laurel Shelton, Rana Shelton, Holly Peterson, Joey Locke
Roger West

Hospitality

Janice Burya, Joan Blubaugh

June 11th

Birthday/Anniversary Sunday. Hospitality Sunday, CE Sunday

Greeters

Cheri Freeman, Carmen Deal

Ushers

Joan Blubaugh, Alma Stone, Lynn Hume, Holly Peterson

Worship Asst

Youth

Hospitality

Anneliese Hume, Sally Beane

June 18th
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Christian Ed
Sunday

18

Worship with
Situational Support Team:
10:30
Potluck following

25

Worship: 10:30
New members,
Judith’s last
Sunday. Reception following

12

19

26

13

20

27

14

21

28

15

22

29

16

23

17

24

30

SIGN UP TO HELP OUT Remember to sign up to usher, be a greeter, and do hospitality. The sign up sheet is on the big bulletin
board by the front door. Remember only the second Sunday is designated. "Treat" Sunday. You are welcome to provide treats other Sundays, but it is optional. You are responsible to serve coffee and tea, and bring juice for kids. You also need to do clean up. If spaces are
not filled before each Gazette, Sara will fill in the blanks from the time ant talent sheets. Thanks in advance!
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Greeters

Roberta McMillin, Mary Ann Lachiewicz

Ushers

Chris Johnson, Greg Rutherford, Laura Rutherford, Joey Locke

Worship Asst

Rachel Kristianson

Hospitality

Jill Damiano, Susan Chamberln

June 25th
Greeters

Bonnie Rail, Carol Auvil

Ushers

Patty West, Roger West, Bev. Heidlebaugh, Janice Burya

Worship Asst

Holly Peterson

Hospitality

Alma Stone, Melody Pierson

July 2nd

Communion/Food Pantry

Greeters

Chris Johnson, Lynn Hume

Ushers

Laura Shelton, Rana Shelton, Roberta McMillin, Rachel Kristianson

Worship Asst

Joey Locke

Hospitality

Cheri Freeman, Carmen Deal

Church Potluck, June 18
Following worship led by PNC Situational Support Team
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