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Chewelah United Church of  Christ 
CREEKSIDE GAZETTE 
No matter WHO you are or  

WHERE you are on life’s journey, 
You are WELCOME here!!!! 

Pastor:  Rev. Judith Holloway 
Sunday Worship Service: 10:30 A.M.  Sunday Children’s Christian Education: 10:30 A.M. 

 
Church Phone # 935-8046  Website: 
www.chewelahucc.org 

Find us on Facebook as “Chewelah UCC” 

Mission Statement: 
“As children of God, united in our belief in Christ,  

we are called to love one another as God loves us:  
   helping each other to live as givers, to be as doers,  

to pray as believers, and always to serve.”  

http://www.chewelahucc.org
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
By now most or all of you have received my letter of resignation. Like me, you all may be 

experiencing a whole range of feelings about that. Times of ending are full of emotions. I am do-
ing my best to not to resist or hold onto this flood of feelings, but letting them flow and wash 
through me – trusting that God is holding us tenderly, both me and you, in this time of transition. 

This is a time for us all to recognize, to know in our hearts, that as much as God is calling us 
to an ending, God is also calling us to new beginnings – and we can enter into this part of our 
lives of faith with great trust and gratitude for all that we have learned and loved with each other. 

There are so many things to say, and I simply can’t say them all here – it would be impossi-
ble to put all that my ministry with you has been and meant to me in words. But I can say that my 
heart is full, as I let go of ministering, teaching, and preaching to this church. And as I step away it 
is essential that we trust God’s Holy Spirit of Love to guide us into who ever God is calling us to 
be, whatever God is calling us to do with the precious gift of our lives. 

As a church family you are entering a time of great discernment and questioning about 
what’s next – how you all might move forward in your journey of faith. That path may feel very 
uncertain at this time – barely visible, disappearing into the mists of the future; and that’s true, 
none of us know what the future of this church will be.  

But here is what we do know. With the help of God’s Holy Spirit of Love, we all do know the 
way. And that way is through putting on the mind of Christ, through following Jesus in all that we 
do and are by loving God with all our hearts, all our souls, all our minds, and our neighbors as 
ourselves. We know the way by praying without ceasing. We walk this way with sure footing by 
forgiving, not once, or twice, or three times, but seven times seventy – infinitely – forgiving and 
not judging as a way of life. We live in the way of God’s love by letting go, dying to, our old, small-
er, limited selves, trusting in every fiber of our being that God is bringing us into new life in God’s 
very Self. Jesus dies, Christ rises! “Unless the single grain of wheat dies, it will remain just a sin-
gle grain of wheat, but if it dies it will bear a rich harvest.” (John 12:24). 

Most of all we know the way by doing what Jesus said and did: by loving one another. Our 
brother, Paul, says it beautifully in Colossians 3:13-16, “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and pa-
tience. Get along with each other, and forgive each other. If someone does wrong to you, forgive 
that person because the Lord forgave you. Do all these things; but most important, love each oth-
er. Love is what holds you all together in perfect unity. Let the peace that Christ gives control your 
thinking because you were all called together in one body to have peace.”  

Loving and forgiving is the way through for all of us. As we move through confusion and un-
certainty and, yes, fear and pain, this is the light we follow, and the hand held out to us that we 
take in groping our way forward. (Continued on page 2) 
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I leave you with this blessing from my heart to yours: 
“Often torn ground is ideal for seed that can root disappointment deep enough to yield a 

harvest that cannot wither: a deeper light to anoint the eyes, passion that opens wings in the 
heart, a subtle radiance of countenance: the soul ready for its true other. Now is the time to live 
your heart’s desire, to live the dreams you’ve waited for, to awaken the depths and enter into 
your infinite source.”* 

All blessing and peace to every single one of you, 
Pastor Judith  

 
*(Compiled and paraphrased from To Bless the Space Between Us, John O’Donohue) 

An Excerpt from Charles Finck’s book, "As We Forgive Those" as shared in our Lenten series 

this year.  Submitted by Judy Bean 

Forgiveness Prayer 

Lord, I Forgive 

Lord, I give you permission to take the judgment and the bitterness out of my heart. I do not want 

this in my life. I surrender it to You and ask You to remove it, to heal me where I have been 

wounded, to forgive me where I have sinned. I choose not to blame or hold the actions of others 

against them. I hereby surrender my right to be paid back for my loss by the one who has sinned 

against me, and in so doing, I declare my trust in God alone as the Righteous Judge.  

Father God, bless them in every way. In Jesus' name, Amen. (Charles F. Finck III) 

May Lectionary 

May 7: 4th Sunday of Easter 
Lesson 1:  Acts 2:42-47 
Lesson 2:  1 Pet 2:19-25 
Psalm: 23 
Gospel:   John 10:1-10 
May 14:  5th Sunday of Easter 
Lesson 1:  Acts 7:55-60 
Lesson 2:  1 Pet 2:2-10 
Psalm: 31:1-5, 16-16 
Gospel:   John 14:1-14 

April 23:  6th Sunday of Easter 
Lesson 1:   Acts 17:22-31 
Lesson 2: 1 Pet 3:13-22 
Psalm:   66:8-20 
Gospel:   John 14:15-21 
April 30:  7th Sunday of Easter 
Lesson 1:   Acts 1:6-14 
Lesson 2:   1 Pet 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Psalm:   68:1-10, 32-35 
Gospel:   John 17:1-11 
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Good Intent meetings are winding down for 2016-17. 
Our May meeting is our luncheon with Installation of officers. Re-
cently elected was Melody Pierson. .President,  Bonnie Rail..V.P. , Janice Burya..Sec'y, Linda 
Moyer Treas. 
Meet at the church for car pooling at noon if you want and we'll motor to Valley to MAMAS  … 
recently opened and operated by Craig McQuain and Jody Hodgden. 
We will order off the menu. Linda has posted a menu on the small bulletin board by the kitchen. 
Open invitation to anyone to attend.  
Bonnie 
 
...be not just hearers of the word but be as doers  

Good Intent 

House Committee: 
 

5/02/17       Headstart – Tuesdays 9a.m.-11 a.m. through 5/23/17 
5/07/17       The Mindful Way – Chapel  12-2 p.m. every other Saturday 
5/09/17       Headstart – Tuesdays 9a.m.-11 a.m. through 5/23/17 
5/16/17       Headstart – Tuesdays 9a.m.-11 a.m. through 5/23/17 
5/20/17       Girl Scouts 9-5 
5/23/17       Headstart – Tuesdays 9a.m.-11 a.m. through 5/23/17 
5/21/17       The Mindful Way – Chapel  12-2 p.m. every other Saturday 
5/30/17       Headstart – 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
6/2/17       Sara Cochran Piano Recital  6:30 pm (decorating at 3) 

Help needed:  We're looking for a female caregiver for my mother.  Starting time flexi-

ble.  Terms flexible, full time, part time.  Maybe you know someone who wants a place to live 
while they take college classes.  They could live-in and work weekends.  Maybe you know some-
one who wants to work full-time? Part time? Call Jennifer Bell-Towne at  935-1248.  Or email 

Jennifer@bell-towne.com  

Judith’s Office Hours  
Mon: 12:30-2:30, Tues: 10-1, 3-5,  

Thurs: 10-1, Fri & Sat: by appt.  
Church-935-8046, Cell 510-684-8809 
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those names submitted by folks who wanted to speak to them. Why was I asked to find 2? I im-
mediately went into a dark hole as I came to the realization that gossiping had won and I was se-
lected to find two people in the "camp" they thought I was in while they were working on getting 
folks from their "camp".  I said I was willing to speak for myself, but I had not put myself in one 
"camp" or another. Members of our congregation who were not contacted personally by those in 
revolt had no idea of what was going on.  At first I told Rachel and Roberta I was going to resign 
at church council, but I reconsidered when I felt compelled by my faith to stand for affirming all in 
our family. But then, I was made aware that secret meetings were being held, sometimes right in 
our church and sometimes in private homes. People were being asked to air their grievances, not 
in the open, but in secret. At this point I realized I wasn't Moderator at all and I cannot and will not 
walk the path so many of my family have chosen. I have a covenantal relationship with all of you 
and my Pastor. I will walk my path with those of you still on our journey of discernment while I 
continue to support my Pastor wherever God leads her. Where the road ends I cannot say. You 
cut me out. You walked away from me. If I am to stay the congregation has to make it possible. I 
will not walk the path so many of family are on.  
 

In the Hope of Easter, may we become Resurrection People. 
 

Peace 
Cheri 

Christian Education Gazette Article 
As it says in our "Whole People of God " materials there are "Fresh Winds Blowing" during the 
50-day Season of Easter.   The coming of the Holy Spirit can be likened to a wind blowing.   
Classes will hear stories of how Jesus' followers were inspired by hope and new life through his 
resurrection. 
Celebration Sunday, the last day of church school for the year, will be held on Sunday, June 11.    
Sunday school students will help with the church service and receive certificates that day.  Addi-
tional information about June 11 will be shared in May.   
The summer program will be themed and include a variety of activities for students.  Activities 
will begin on Sunday, June 18 and conclude on Sunday, August 27.  Volunteers will be needed 
to lead Sunday activities so once the sign-up sheet is posted please let us know when you are 
available to help.   
DaVee Pullen, Carmen Hartill, Laurel Shelton, and Rachel Kristianson, church school teachers, 
appreciate your support of the Christian education program this past year.  In the ensuring 
months, please consider being a teacher and/or assisting with the summer activities for the stu-
dents.   Thank you. 
 

Rachel Kristianson 
 Co-Coordinator 
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April 9, 2017 

Roberta McMillan, Chair of Diaconate  

Dear Roberta and Church family, 

 I formally resign, effective immediately, as Moderator of the Chewelah UCC Church. It is 
with heavy heart, I came to the realization that my church family had walked away from me. I was a 
figurehead Moderator only. Window dressing like stained glass. Good for a smile a hug, but cer-

tainly not leading or even walking with those whom I thought were my family. 

Most Sincerely, 

Cheri Freeman 

Cheryl RS Freeman 

 

Dearest Church Family, 
 Most of you have heard by now that I have resigned as Moderator of Chewelah UCC. I 
took the job as Moderator because I thought the congregation trusted me, would talk to me, and 
together we could work to stop the underhanded, back biting grumbling growing like cancer in our 
family. Instead, my family separated me out. Put me in a "camp" not of my choosing, and while I 
tried to work with lay leadership, our Pastor, and the congregation, some members chose to be-
come obstructionists. When the leadership tried to bring in professional Christian Counselors and 
Theologians to help with communication skills between members, understanding covenant, bound-
aries,  and listening /talking skills to remain family while disagreeing, very few if any of our family 
attended. After many attempts to try and set boundaries for rumor spreading  (complaining in the 
name of "others" but never giving names), the heaviest rumblings seemed to quiet and I had hopes 
that with all the new folks coming in, all our kids actively participating in church and the apparent 
continuation of love and hugs, I hoped we were beginning to accept one another again. Then, be-
fore the Holidays,  the Diaconate Chair and the Pastor Relations Chair came to me and said there 
was a lot of undercurrents going on and they wanted to call in the Conference. I was pretty blown 
away that they wanted to do this immediately, what with everyone so busy with the Holidays. Mike 
Denton, our Conference Minister was coming to preach in Jan. and I wanted to wait until then and 
talk with him personally. The two Committee Chairs went ahead and called the Conference. By the 
time the lay leadership was through with Christmas and diving into Lent, the Pastoral Relations 
Chair had been contacted and a meeting set with 3 members of the Committee On Ministry. On 
March 31 I received an email from our Pastoral Relations chair to submit 2 names of members will-
ing to speak to the com.  The com. had requested that 5 names be chosen out of (continued pg. 6)  
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Just Words 
Tony Robinson-- a UCC minister, is a speaker, teacher, and writer.  
 
"For it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks." - Luke 6: 45 
 
There's a popular wisdom that says words don't matter. It's actions that are important. You 
hear it in expressions like, "It's not what you say, but what you do that counts," or "Your ac-
tions speak so loud, I can't hear what you're saying."  
 
Yes . . . and no. Of course, what we do matters. But so, too, do our words and their integrity. 
Words may seem fragile yet be surprisingly powerful. Which is what I had in mind in writing 
this poem, "Just Words." 

They are just words 
Not hard things, like guns 
Not precious, as gold 
But ink on paper 
Lines, this way and that 
Or sounds invisible, vapors 
 
Words – how many fly, fall, are carelessly flung in a day, in a minute 
We are as wanton with words as the dandelion with its winged seed. 
But just words are sometimes 
The best we have 
Sometimes all we have,  
And even all we need. 
 
A right word 
A true word 
A sharpened word 
A clean word 
A graceful word 
 
Is all we need 
To create the world again. 
Prayer 
O God, whose Word called the worlds into being, may our words which flow from our hearts 
call into being faith, hope and love.  
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SIGN UP TO HELP OUT  Remember to sign up to usher, be a greeter, and do hospitality.  The sign up sheet is on the big bulletin 
board by the front door.  Remember only the second Sunday is designated. "Treat" Sunday.  You are welcome to provide treats other Sun-
days, but it is optional.  You are responsible to serve coffee and tea, and bring juice for kids.  You also need to do clean up.  If spaces are 

not filled before each Gazette, Sara will fill in the blanks from the time ant talent sheets. Thanks in advance! 
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May 7th Communion/Food Pantry 

Greeters Laurel Shelton, Cheri Freeman 

Ushers Joey Locke,  Patty and Roger West, Rana Shelton 

Worship Asst Rachel Kristianson  

Hospitality Roberta McMillin, Mary Ann Lachiewicz 

May 14th Birthday/Cookie Sunday   

Greeters Susan Chamberlin, Chris Johnson 

Ushers Greg & Laura Rutherford, Lynn Hume, Carol Auvil  

Worship Asst Carmen Deal  

Hospitality Holly Peterson, Bonnie Rail 

May 21st   

Greeters Patty and Roger West 

Ushers Janice Burya, Joan Blubaugh, Chris Johnson, Bev Heidlebaugh 

Worship Asst Holly Peterson  

Hospitality Sally Beane, Susan Chamberlin 

May 28th   

Greeters Lynn Hume,  Carol Auvil 

Ushers Carmen Deal,  Roberta McMillan, Debra Tobler,  Mary Ann Lachiewicz 

Worship Asst Bonnie Rail  

Hospitality Cheri Freeman, Rachel Kristianson 

June 4th  

Greeters Greg & Laura Rutherford  

Ushers Laurel Shelton, Rana Shelton, Holly Peterson, Joey Locke 

Worship Asst Roger West  

Hospitality Janice Burya, Joan Blubaugh 

May Worship Helpers 


