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Pastoral Reflections:
We Gotta have the Roots if We’re Going to have the Leaves

Christian Education Newsletter Article
April 19, 2016

I heard something from one of the many thoughtful members in our church the other day.
She said something like this: There’s a lot of talk about the church “moving forward,” and we need
to be careful to not leave people behind.
We are probably all feeling that this is a very confusing time to be a church. We have wonderful traditions and histories that we truly love, that have sustained and nurtured us throughout
our lives, giving our lives meaning and depth and purpose. And we’re really not at all sure where
the church is heading, what it will be, what God is calling us to be and do next.
Most important to where we’ve been and where we’re going, are the people of this church.
The church, the body of Christ is the people – the people in relationship with one another and with
God. This is always our foundation for any “moving forward” we are doing.
Our traditions of our faith and the people who are the body of Christ are the foundation for
any moving forward we’re going to be doing as a church. In order to sprout new leaves, we have
to have roots that reach deep into the ground, soaking up all that living water to feed and nurture
the whole tree. Everything, everybody needs to be in relationship – connected with one another –
to be a whole, vibrant, growing tree.
For our particular UCC “tree” those roots are worshipping together, liturgy, applying scripture
to our lives, living as disciples of Jesus, service, prayer, our history of being a church, and especially, loving one another. Those roots allow us draw up into the whole tree the God-energy that
sustains us, and yes, to grow new leaves.
Those new leaves don’t stand a chance to bud out and become leaves without the whole
body of Christ, including everyone, acting as and being the roots and foundation for everything
that emerges.
As Molly Baskette recently wrote in our UCC Devotional, “ I am actually a better person [a
growing person] when I have the full weight and positive inertia of other Christians also trying to
be better people around me. Church is the scaffolding around the weak structure of my character.” Amen and amen to that!
More Eastertide Blessings,
Pastor Judith
Bullying – What to Look Out For!
Were you ever bullied as a child? Or when you were a teenager? Or have a child who has
been bullied? Many of us have been bullied at one time or another. I was – twice – and they were
traumatic experiences that left deep scars, and were so shaming that I didn’t talk about it for
years – in fact for a long time I didn’t know and couldn’t admit that I had been bullied, or even
name it. Of course, at that time there wasn’t much awareness of what it is, or the negative effects
it has on kids, or intervention. (cont. pg. 3)
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We have just finished our lessons in the Season of Lent. Sunday school classes are now focused on the Season of Easter. This is a joyous time leading us to the celebration of Pentecost,
May 15, when the disciples are blessed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
The bible lessons in this unit focus on the Book of Acts and the Gospel of John. We are using
the same biblical background information for our lessons as Pastor Judith is using with the congregation in the church service. Our curriculum is "The Whole People of God."
Christian Education Sunday will be held on Sunday, June 12, the Sunday before the last day of
school. The students will help with the service that day. This will mark the end of Sunday
school classes for the year.
During the summer the students will be able to participate in a variety of activities on Sunday and/
or they may attend church. There are tentative plans for a youth group event will begin during
activity time one Sunday a month. That schedule is yet to be determined.
If you can help with Sunday activities with the kids please sign-up on the scheduled that will be
posted on the bulletin board by the kitchen.
Rachel Kristianson
Co-coordinator, Sunday School
Thank you from Davee:
What a joy it is to be with them (SS youth). They truly have the joy of Easter and love of God in
their hearts.
Thank you for sharing, your children with me (us, at UCC).
Also, thank you Laurel for helping out with our special Spring/ Easter adventure and Carol D. for
the clothes pins and Debbie and Erma for the pipe cleaner donation. The butterflies were lots of
fun to make. The generosity of time and materials makes life easier and fun at UCC.
I feel blessed to be a member of UCC.
Long Term Care Service of
Hymns
Sincerely,
Every third Sunday 3-3:30
Davee Pullen
Sign up on the bulletin board if you
are interested in attending
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Finding the Perfect Church
Richard L. Floyd

"But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us." - 2 Corinthians 4:7
After I retired from active pastoral ministry my wife and I were ecclesiastically homeless for a few years. We went to church, but we couldn't commit to one.
We sometimes felt like Goldilocks at the Bears' residence. One congregation had good
preaching, but not so great music. Another had terrific music, but the sermons were on
the light side.
This period was an unhappy time in our lives, for we are serious "church nerds" and
needed a church home. We knew there was something unfaithful about "church shopping" and being, to use Eugene Peterson's phrase, "tourists and not pilgrims."
The problem was there was no perfect church. Thomas More coined the word Utopia in
1516 to describe a perfect society on a fictional island in the Atlantic Ocean. Utopia in
Latin means "not a place."
There has never been and there never will be Utopia. There is no perfect congregation,
just the ones we've got, full of imperfect people that God loves and calls to be the
church. And we knew ourselves well enough to realize that if we ever found the perfect
church, as soon as we joined it, it wouldn't be perfect anymore.
Prayer
Holy One, bless us all in your church with your extraordinary power, that through your
imperfect people, your perfection may shine brightly for the world to see.
ABOUT THE
CHURCH YARD SALE
AUTHOR
MAY 7 during City Wide Sale
Richard L. Floyd is
Pastor Emeritus of
ITEMS TO BRING
First Church of Christ
Collectibles, children’s clothing,, children's toys,
(UCC) in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts. A writ- Tools, like-new clothing, electronics and small appliances
er and author, his most
recent publications are
Proceeds to General Fund
Romans, Parts 1 and 2
(with Michael S. BenPLANT AND GARDEN SALE
nett), new titles in the
Various plants and grasses
“Listen Up!” Bible
Birdhouses made by our UCC kids
Study Series. He blogs
Yard ornaments and more
at richardlfloyd.com.
Proceeds to church landscaping projects
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Bullying: continued from pg. 2 It’s real step forward that bullying is getting so much

more attention, acknowledgment in the schools
(and in general). I’ve also seen articles in recent years about the effects of bullying in the workplace and in our homes. There is still much education and work to be done in this area – for instance, schools don’t always do something about a bullying situation, and bullying in the workplace is often just not acknowledged as real or as a problem – but it is getting better.
But if we’re talking about real mental and emotional health it’s important to acknowledge
and be aware that bullying can happen in any relationship. In fact, any one of us can be bullied;
and yes, we can engage in bullying behaviors ourselves without knowing it! It all boils down to
awareness, education, and being truly honest with ourselves.
So, what exactly is bullying? The simplest definition I found was this: the activity of repeated, aggressive behavior intended to hurt another individual, physically, mentally, or emotionally –
when one person intentionally inflicts injury or discomfort upon another person through physical
contact, words, and other ways, to gain power over another person. It can be perpetuated by
individual or by a group of people physically, verbally, relationally, and for our social-media connected children Cyber-bullying is very common these days. Bullying can be easy to miss, ignore,
and condone if it fits in the rules, policies, and cultural norms of an organization or society.
(Adapted from Wikipedia On-line source, “Bullying”)
This is a big topic and there’s no way a short Gazette article can really say all there is to say
about the causes, effects, ramifications, and solutions to this destructive behavioral problem
that’s threaded throughout our culture – so I encourage anyone who’s interested to do some
reading.
The idea for this article came to me as I was reading an inspiring story written by a mother
(who had been bullied as a child) about an interaction with her daughter who was showing signs
of becoming a bully herself. It was subtle; her daughter came home one day complaining about a
girl, Bethany, who was following her around and sitting beside her at lunch – in other words, trying to be friends. Her daughter and her friends – the alpha group of popular girls – were doing
everything they could to reject and ostracize the “annoying” Bethany. The mother immediately
swung into action, calling Bethany’s mother to determine that, yes indeed, there was a subtle
type of rejection bullying going on, in which Bethany was being dismissed as an outsider by the
“popular” group.
This amazing hands-on mother immediately got it right out into the open and confronted her
daughter and demanded that she treat Bethany differently – insisting and reinforcing that every
single human being deserves our attention and utmost respect, (another way of saying Jesus’
commandment to us to love one another).
Needless to say, the headstrong daughter did not take kindly to her mother’s heavy- handed approach. She was not allowed to go to school until she agreed she would invest some time
and energy in getting to know Bethany, and notice and report to her mother three (cont. pg. 4)
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Bullying: concluded from pg. 3
cool things about her. The mother remained firm in her insistence that her daughter change her
attitude and behavior toward Bethany to that of kindness and interest in who she is, and lo and
behold, lives were changed!
Bethany actually turned out to be a really cool girl, the two of them became good friends,
and now at the age of twenty, the daughter (according to her mother) is kind, inclusive, and open
to all types of people – she treats people right!
What really struck me about this story is how easy it is to slip into bullying behavior ourselves and not be aware of it – to be in denial – because it serves our often-unconscious selfcentered agendas. We need these kinds of moms in our lives to help us see when we are at fault
and not treating people right. And as much as we need others to be reminded to love one another, each one of us can shine the spotlight of self-examination on our own behaviors and see
where we come up short in our loving one another. Believe me, I need that kind of unsparing
scrutiny and accountability for my behaviors as much as the next person.
As followers of Jesus we have beautiful and effective tools to help us become kinder, more
inclusive, and accepting of others: scriptures, prayers to God to help us be more loving and forgiving, our relationships in fellowship with one another, and the life and love of Jesus to show us
the way.
We do not have to accept bullying of ourselves or others as the norm; we can, with God’s
help, model and insist that love and inclusion are the way to live life – like Jesus continues to
show us.
Eastertide Blessings,
Pastor Judith

Council Minutes, April 5

Cheri opened. There were 12 present.
A representative from the Buddhist community asked to use the chapel for a discussion group once
a month on the second Sunday. Mitch moved to allow the group to use the chapel at 4 PM on
the second Sunday of each month with a donation for use of the church and the assurance
the room will be put back in order. Seconded and passed.
Minutes were approved as corrected in the email.
Financial: The budget meeting was held and showed we are looking okay for now. Susan moved
to take Roberta off of the signature card for the general fund. Seconded and passed. See
treasurer’s report.
Unfinished Business: The conference annual meeting is coming up. Judith, Holly, Mitch, Cheri,
and Susan are going. Susan is not going as a delegate. $500 is budgeted for Judith’s attendance.
She also is required to take boundary training this year. Holly moved to pay $105 for the boundary training. Seconded and passed. Susan moved that the delegates be Holly, (cont. pg. 5)
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Mission and Stewardship
Strengthen The Church (STC) is a special
mission offering to reimagine and build the
future of the UCC. Shared at the conference
and national levels, STC largely supports
youth ministries and full-time leaders for new
churches in parts of the country where the
UCC voice has not been heard.
As God calls our congregations to be the
"church" in new ways, your generosity will
plant new churches, awaken new ideas in
existing churches and develop the spiritual
life in our youth and young adults. STC funds
will also be used to award grants to help
congregations communicate the "God is still
speaking," message. Most congregations will
receive the STC offering on Pentecost Sunday, May 15, 2016

May Lectionary
May 1: 6th Sunday of Easter
Lesson 1: Acts 16:9-15
Lesson 2: Rev 21:10, 22-22:5
Psalm:
67
Gospel: John 14:23-29 or 5:1-9
May 8: 7th Sunday of Easter
Lesson 1: Acts 16:16-34
Lesson 2: Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
Psalm:
97
Gospel: John 17:20-26
May 15: Pentecost
Lesson 1: Acts 2:1-21 or Gen 11:1-19
Lesson 2: Rom 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21
Psalm:
104:24-34, 35b
Gospel: John 14:8-17, (25-27)

May 22: Trinity Sunday
Lesson 1: Prov 8:1-4, 22-31
Lesson 2: Rom 5:1-5
Psalm:
8
Gospel: John 16:12-15
May 29: 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Lesson 1: 1 Kings 18:20-21 (22-29), 30-39 or
8:22-23, 41-43
Lesson 2: Gal 1:1-12
Psalm:
96 or 96:1-9
Gospel: Luke 7:1-10
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Spring & Summer Youth Activities Calendar
All activities are on Sunday, unless listed otherwise.
Late summer dates may be revised, depending on schedules.
May 1
Kids’ Garden
Plant early veggies in our new raised bed during the church service.
May 7 Saturday
Plant, Birdhouse, & Yard Sale @ 9 am
Lemonade Stand @ 10 am
Have fun selling lemonade with your friends.
May 22 (alternate date May 29) directly after church
Hike up Quartzite Peak
Bring a bag lunch, water, and permission slip
Kids must be 7 or older to hike
Chaperone/hikers needed
June 4-5 Saturday Mark Boyd, N-Sid-Sen Pastor
Campership Sunday—Don’t miss it!
Camp out at the church Saturday for a night full of fun!
Dinner—roast hot dogs and marshmallows over an open fire pit.
Camp songs, crafts &, games, maybe even drumming?
Sleep with your friends in blanket tents that you build.
Make your own breakfast parfait in the morning.
Sell T shirts designed by your friends for Camperships
June 12
Christian Ed Sunday
Kids will conduct the Service
Some of our summer activities may be flexible—
we’ll keep you posted!
July 20
July 24

Swimming at Brown’s Lake on Wed. afternoon

Julyamish Pow Wow Leaving after Children’s Talk
We’ll drive to CdA to check out the dances & activities. We’ll celebrate the heritage of
our kids with Native American roots, and learn about Indian traditions.
Aug 14?
Church picnic & potluck at Black Lake—stay tuned for more details
August 20
Saturday
Car Wash & Ice Cream Social (Fundraiser for Camperships)
Get ready to get wet! Have ice cream Sundaes with all the Toppings!
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Minutes, cont.

Cheri and Mitch. Seconded and passed. Holly moved that
Judith’s expenses for registration, lodging, and meals be
paid up to $500. Seconded and passed.
The refrigerator is still available. Discussion. Ron moved to repurpose the refrigerator as a
secure food pantry storage cabinet. Seconded and passed.
Raised garden beds. Dede and Roger are building the frames and will bring to the church.
Bookcases still need signs to indicate what they are for.
Dede presented a plan for landscaping. She would like to put up a second shade sail in the courtyard or two smaller ones. Cost is $250 plus cable.
New Business: The 2017 church calendars are available. Holly moved to order five calendars. Seconded and passed. Sarah will order these.
Reports:
Diaconate: Kathy reported they are moving forward on the care team. They will be reviewing a
“Called to Care” packet. The rocking chair for the library corner was purchased with memorial
money. Pulpit supply is still needed for May 1.
Mission and Stewardship: Holly reported that six Easter food baskets were delivered with one
still to go. Strengthen the Church offering will be May 15 with 50% going to youth/campership.
The Mercy Fund is being used.
Christian Ed/Youth Group: Rachel reported that Christian Ed Sunday will be June 12 and camp
Sunday will be June 5. T-shirt sales will raise money for Campership.
Trustees: Susan and Roger did a walk through to prioritize. They would like to create a property
manual. We need to decide if we need a second boiler or need to consider a fireplace insert as a
supplemental heat source. Judy moved to authorize Susan to obtain quotes for an insert.
Seconded and passed. Owen Pullen donated the tree in the front entryway.
House: The Monday AA group is no longer meeting here due to lack of participants. Good Intent: They will be meeting on April 6. May meeting will be a luncheon.
Future Events: A planting party is planned for April 16 at Dede’s house. The yard/plant sale is
planned for May 7 in conjunction with the city wide yard sale.
Website: The newsletter is posted on the web site.
Pastor’s Report: Judith reported the Easter services were great. Conference church development committee is on-going. They are holding interviews for the Minister of Church Vitality. She is
still working on options for her planned sabbatical in August.
Concerns: Alma, Cindy Christensen, Shelton family, Ashley and Carolyn, Roxanne, Bob and Lu,
Geno Ludwig, Jean Merrill
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Rutherford, Clerk
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May Worship Ministers Volunteer Calendar
Sunday

May 1

May 8

May 15

May 22

May 29

June 5

Worship
Assistant

Roxanne Coatney

Sally Beane

Bonnie Rail

Robert Nein

Holly Peterson

Roger West

Ushers

Janice Burya
Judy Bean
Rachel Kristianson
Roger West

Lynn Hume,
Jorga Davenport,
Mary Ann,
Verlenna Tobler

Bev H.,
Carmen Deal,
Janice Burya,
Holly Peterson

Randy and Carol
Joey Locke,
Greg and Laura RuthAuvil, Chris Johnson, Deb Tobler, Bob and erford, David Combs,
Lu Schroder
Rachel Kristianson
Laurel Shelton

Hospitality
Ministers

Carmen Hartill
Bev Heidlebaugh

Holly Peterson,
Kathy Combs

Joey Locke,
Deb Tobler

Susan Chamberlin,
Bob and Lu
Schroder

Janice Burya,
Bonnie Rail

Dede McAuliffe,
Judy Bean

Greeters

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Deb and Verlenna
Tobler

may Calendar
Mondays: Worship team at 10:00, Bible Study at 11:15
May !: Worship at 10:30, Service led by the Diaconate members
May 3 : Church Council @ 6:30
May 4 : Good Intent no host lunch, noon at El Ranchito
May 5:: Women together at 10 and 6
May 6: Set up for yard sale; 10-2
May 7: Yard, plant and garden sale; 9-3
May 8: Worship at 10:30, Birthday Sunday,; Communion Sunday;
May 15: Worship at 10:30, Pentecost Sunday, Long Term Care service @ 3:00;
May 19: Future Events @ 12:30, Women together at 10 and 6
May 22: Worship @ 10:30; Quartzite Hike after worship
May 29: Worship @ 10:30;
May 30: Memorial Day; church offices closed
May 31: Mission and Stewardship @ 1
6

Judith’s Office Hours:
Mon: 12:30-2:30, Tues: 10-1,
3-5, Thurs: 10-1,Fri & Sat: by
appt. Church-935-8046,
Cell 510-684-8809

Have you missed a Sunday?
All 2016 sermons are available on website and printed copies are in the rack by the name
tags
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