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United Church of Christ Council Minutes, March 6, 2018 

Judy opened. There were 16 present: Judy, Kathy, Rich, Roland, Holly, Ron, 
Mary Ann, Roberta, Lynn, Kim, Dave, Patty, Bev, Susan, Rachel, Laura. Roberta 
read an inspirational message. Pastor Steve was out sick. Minutes of February 6 
and 27 were approved as written. 

Financial Report:  Rich reported income of $6129. We are still running about 
$1000 short. Roland reported he had to transfer $1000 from savings to make pay-
roll. The bill for T&M is still not paid.  

Options: Judy reported we have not resolved our shortfall. A hard money loan of 
$80,000 on the parsonage would pay off the current loan and give us bridge mon-
ey until we can turn this situation around. Kathy reported being aware of possible 
gifts to the church, but we can not count on this. Ron reported the Diaconate has 
$3500 that could be loaned to the general fund. 

Motion: Rachel moved to approve a no interest loan of $3500 from the Diaconate 
to the general fund to be repaid within one year. Seconded and passed.  

Motion: Kim moved to give Rich and Sally permission to begin the search for a 
hard money lender and bring information back to the council in a special meeting 
if necessary. Suggested amount is $80,000 in a 15 year loan. Seconded and 
passed.  

Gifting: We need to have a plan on how to approach people who might be inter-
ested in gifting to the church. Motion: Rachel moved to designate Rich and Kathy 
to define a process of gifting and loans from church members and friends and 
bring that plan back to the council. Seconded and passed. 

Pastor’s Report:  Transition team is meeting March 13. Ecumenical Faith Group 
had some new pastors at their last meeting. The Salvation Army representative is 
looking for a place to meet with clients. Steve thought the Ruby Cole room would 
work well for them. The Faith Resource Group has a grant that, in the past, was 
run through St. Mary’s. The check has been deposited in our account with the un-
derstanding that it is their money. They will work this out. 

Other business:  Installation of officers is still pending. Some people serving on 
Christian Ed,  Pastoral Relations, and the assistant moderator have served what 
is allowed in the by-laws. Dave moved to allow these people to serve another 
term. Seconded and passed. 

Directory:  Kathy and Chris have met and are working to come up with an accu-
rate roster. 

Communication and signs: Kathy is looking at electronic signs and will continue to 
gather information. 
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Circle of Souls 
In the circle, we are all equal. 

When in the circle, no one is in front of you. 

No one is behind you. No one is above you. 

No one is below you. 

In the circle, we are all equal. 
Dave Chief, Oglala Lakota 

A Spiritual Retreat for Women 

May 18-20, 2018 

N-Sid-Sen Camp and Conference Center  
Sponsored by Pacific Northwest Conference United Church of Christ 

 
This spiritual retreat for women of all ages is an opportunity to create a Circle of Souls. 

This circle is a place of safety, where all are welcome to explore and remember the truth 

of who we really are. In a world where so many of us are being told what to believe in 

and what to accept or repel, it is our intention to encourage you to ease into the sacred 

space within yourself. 

Circle of Souls is a time to nurture yourself and your soul. We will take time for dis-

covery, sharing, singing, worshiping, praying, and relaxing. In community and in soli-

tude we will experience a time of renewal on the shores of beautiful Lake Coeur 

d’Alene. 

Register online at www.n-sid-sen.org 
Cost: $105 to $120. Register by April 23 for early bird discount. 

 
The Circle of Souls leadership team: 

Rev. Lynn Nelson bamba2@q.com 

Rev. Linda Crowe revlindacrowe@gmail.com 

Rev. Courtney Stange-Tregear courtney@pncucc.org 
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Website: We have the equipment to put the sermons in a digital format. 

Yard Sale: We had a short meeting after church and listed a lot of good ideas.  

New Business:  The NW Conference website has a place to apply for grants. 
The transition team would like to apply for a $2000 grant for a TV for the sanc-
tuary, lap top computer, and projector. Rachel moved to approve submission 
of the grant application to the conference. Seconded and passed. 

NW Conference Meeting is April 27-29 in Yakima. Theme is Breaking Forth. 
We are allowed three delegates, the pastor, and a youth delegate. Rachel 
moved that Kathy, Judy, and Holly go as delegates, as well as Pastor Steve. 
Seconded and passed. 

The job description for secretary was presented. Roberta moved to accept the 
job description. Seconded and passed. 

Memorial for Jean Merrill: Where to put it in the sanctuary was discussed. Ta-
bled until next month. 

Charter contract: Roland was authorized to pursue a new contract with Char-
ter. There is a charge to install and then it should run $79.97 per month. Instal-
lation is scheduled for March 15. Ron said he could be here to answer ques-
tions. 

Diaconate:  They have been working on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and 
Easter services. 

Christian Ed:  Things are going well. They haven’t had a lot of kids.  

Mission and Stewardship:  Laura reported that One Great Hour of Sharing of-
fering will be taken on March 11. They will be putting together Easter boxes of 
food. 

Trustees:  Mary Ann reported that the spring clean up day will be April 24. 
They will be touring the building to make sure everyone knows where things 
are. The trustees need to read the manual on the furnace, also Ron and Lynn. 
Norstar had to replace two faulty pieces. The faulty heat exchanger is on war-
ranty, but we pay labor. The filter was dirty. They recommend service yearly at 
a cost of $109. Mary Ann has made a notebook for a permanent maintenance 
record. Do not shut off the furnace in the summer. Greg and Kenny have vol-
unteered to mow this summer. They will need money for the fire extinguishers 
and irrigation system.   

House:  CFWC using the building on March 8. The TASTY kickoff meeting will 
be on April 13. April 27-29 is scheduled for the PNC UCC. PEO will be using 
the kitchen and fellowship hall on Dec. 12, from 6-10 pm for their Christmas 

http://www.n-sid-sen.org
mailto:bamba2@q.com
mailto:revlindacrowe@gmail.com
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House Committee 
 

   Sunday 8-9 p.m. no longer meeting .  A thank you note to the church was re-
ceived for the years the group met. 
   
 March 8      CFW 12-1 p.m.   Fell. Hall 
 March 24    DYW      Interviews       12:30- 5 p.m. 
 April 13       TASTY kick-off meeting    2 p.m.   Fell. Hall 
 April 27     Youth Event  3:00-6:00 pm 
 Dec. 8&15      Youth Play Rehearsal    9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   Kit. & Fell. Hall 
 Dec. 12             PEO Christmas Party  6-10 p.m.  Kit. & Fell. Hall      

party. 

Music:  Ron reported the choir is standing on the steps now. Seems to be 
working better. 

Campership: Laura brought up the suggestion to close the campership fund 
and find sponsors instead to pay half the way for kids going to camp. No ac-
tion taken at this time. 

Concerns:  Steve’s mother Nancy, Soul, Joan, and Marcie 

Adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted 

Laura Rutherford, Clerk 

Correction to Church Officer List 

Roland Frye and Rich Schatz council positions were accidentally reversed in 

last month’s Gazette.  Roland is the Treasurer, and Rich is the Financial Sec-

retary.  Sorry for any confusion. 

 

Secretary’s office hours Spring Break 

Sara will only be in the office Wednesday and Thursday during the first week of 

April due to Spring Break.  She is unsure of the specific hours she will be work-

ing, but will be in at some point on those days.  You may want to call ahead if 

you wish to stop by or speak with her. Thank you. 
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What is Required: Vitality Presentation 
This is a summary of the presentation made by Minister for Church Vitality, Rev. 

Courtney Stange-Tregear  

at the United Church of Christ Pacific Northwest Conference  

Annual Meeting 2017.        Micah 6:8 
 

Scripture tells us clearly what it is that God requires of us in Micah 6:8. To do 

justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. These are the things God re-

quires of us and these are also the necessary conditions for vitality.  From looking 

at actual real live churches we can see that the most vital ones, are the ones that 

manage to find a balance between these three different ways of being. 

Doing Justice includes a wide range of charity and justice actions, including 
supporting Black Lives Matter, protesting unjust legislation, feeding and shel-
tering our homeless, visiting and caring for those who are imprisoned. 

Loving Kindness includes a wide range of Christian practices such as worship, 
bible study, faith formation, and labyrinth walking. 

Walking Humbly includes a wide range of giving and sacrificing, including stew-
ardship of our time, talent, and treasure, development and fundraising. 

 

Each of these “required” activities is depicted in the graphic with a different  col-

ored circle. Notice that these circles do not perfectly align, but rather overlap. 

Where the circles overlap a space is created. And in the overlap, in the space creat-

ed by all three, that is where vitality resides. Notice that the shape created by the 

overlap of the three circles cannot be created without the three circles. I drew the 

diagram such because we cannot attain vitality by simply insisting we be vital. Just 

like seeds that need sunshine, rain, and patient love in order to grow into plants, 

and cannot be forced to grow by shouting at them. We cannot force vitality by insist-

ing we are vital or getting a new praise band. 

Instead, when we focus on strengthening Stewardship, justice and witness 

ministries, and Christian practice, our churches will have the necessary conditions 

to thrive and be vital.  I am not saying that this is a formula. 

 Vitality= Go to a protest, form a stewardship committee, and continue on 

with Sunday worship. No, continuing to do things as you always have will not in-

crease your vitality. Nor will it help to add activities that aren’t authentic to your 

church. But putting energy into these three areas of church life will create the nec-

essary conditions for an increase in vitality. 
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For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall BREAK FORTH into singing, 

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.”  Isaiah 55:12 
 

Annual Meeting  
United Church of Christ 

Pacific Northwest Conference  

Yakima Convention Center, April 27-29, 2018 

Come join the excitement of the Annual Meeting! 

Celebrate the transforming power we can experience in community! 

Last fall at N Sid Sen, we witnessed first-hand the impact that deep and authentic rela-

tionships can have.  More than just a “get to know you” exercise, intentional conversa-

tions that identify the needs of people in our communities can have a profound impact 

on our ministries. 

This year we’ll continue to deepen relationships and strengthen vitality 

        in every setting of our conference. 
Featured Speaker:   

Bishop Dwayne Royster  

Living Water UCC in Philadelphia.   

 

Bishop Royster is the Political Director for PICO (People 

Improving Communities through Organizing).  Using a 

large group workshop method, we’ll learn and then practice 

how to identify and address the root causes of problems in 

our communities.  Based on a belief in the transformation of 

people, institutions and communities, this will help us, as people of faith, learn how to 

partner with others so that we can make a difference. 
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Mission and Stewardship Report 
 
Thank you to all who supported the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. $210 
was collected as of March 11. As many of you know this church is a 5 for 5 
church, which means we support four special offerings during the year plus 
OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission). We also maintain a food pantry for those 
in need as well as supporting our local food bank. We always know we can 
count on the generosity of this church. 
Thank you. 

YARD/GARDEN/COLLECTIBLES SALE  

Chewelah UCC will participate in the COMMUNITY WIDE YARD SALE ON 

MAY 5, 9-3 and hopes to entice people with collectibles, antiques, unique items, 

holiday items, yard/garden/tools in working condition,  clothing that is clean and 

in good repair, boutique items, and  . . .  , whatever you donate.  

 A CONSIGNMENT AREA FOR LARGER/ANTIQUE ITEMS (values $50+) 

which one may wish to sell, keep the proceeds and give the church 20% of the 

proceeds is available. Please indicate that on “Sign Up” sheet.  

PLANTS AND OUTDOOR GAMES/ SPORTS items are encouraged.   

PRICE YOUR OWN ITEMS OR LEAVE PRICING FOR THE COMMITTEE. If a 

firm price or minimum is requested please note that on items.  

PICK UP ON THURSDAY, MAY 3
RD

. Various persons have offered to pickup 

large  items on Thursday if known ahead of time. Please call church office with 

requests for pickup and items being donated.  

SET UP AND PRICING will occur on Friday, May 4. Time TBA 

Coffee and cinnamon rolls are under consideration for a “donation”.  

HELPERS ARE NEEDED for pricing, arranging, greeting, preparing signage, 

setting up, preparing, cashiering, cleanup.  Helper lists and a list to indicate 

items being donated are on/near the bulletin boards.  

Thank you.  
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SIGN UP TO HELP OUT   

Remember to sign up to usher, be a greeter, and do hospitality.  The sign up sheet 
is on the bulletin board next to the current month’s list.  Remember only the second 
Sunday is designated "Treat" Sunday.  You are welcome to provide treats other 
Sundays, but it is optional.  You are responsible to serve coffee and tea, and bring 
juice for kids.  You also need to do clean up.  If spaces are not filled before each 
Gazette, Sara will fill in the blanks from the time and talent sheets. Because there 
were not  many time and talent sheets returned, there isn’t a very big pool of volun-
teers to draw from.  That is why you may see your name many times over the 
course of the month. Thanks! 
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April Worship Helpers 

April 1st Easter Sunday, Communion, Food Sunday 

Greeters Greg and Laura Rutherford 

Ushers Christine Johnson , Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Lynn Hume, David Combs 

Worship Assistant Rachel Kristianson 

Hospitality Bonnie Rail, Holly Peterson  

April 8th Birthday/Anniversary Sunday 

Greeters Janice Burya, Linda Moyer 

Ushers Beverly  Heidlebaugh, Lynn Hume, Bonnie Rail, Mary Ann Lachiewicz  

Worship Assistant Roberta McMillin 

Hospitality Judy Bean, Joan Blubaugh  

April 15th  

Greeters Lynn Hume, Mary Ann Lachiewicz 

Ushers Roberta McMillin, Linda Moyer, Greg and Laura Rutherford 

Worship Assistant Holly Peterson 

Hospitality Anneliese Hume, Beverly Heidlebaugh 

April 22nd  

Greeters Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Janice Burya 

Ushers Bonnie Rail, David Combs, Carmen Deal, Roland Frye  

Worship Assistant Kathy Combs 

Hospitality Holly Peterson, Christine Johnson 

April 29th  

Greeters Greg and Laura Rutherford 

Ushers Alma Stone, Janice Burya, Beverly Heidlebaugh, Lynn Hume 

Worship Assistant Bonnie Rail 

Hospitality Roberta McMillin, Carmen Deal 

May 6th Communion, Food Sunday 

Greeters Roberta McMillin, Holly Peterson 

Ushers Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Linda Moyer, Roland Frye, Christine Johnson 

Worship Assistant Carmen Deal 

Hospitality Sally Beane, Alma Stone  


