
16  

Chewelah United Church of Christ  

PO Box 378 East 10 Webster St.  

Chewelah, WA 99109  

 

(509)935-8046  

 

Address Service Requested  

   

 April Calendar 
 Campership Weekend 
 Celebrating Sisterhood at N-Sid-Sen 
 Council Minutes 
 Diaconate 
 Good Intent 
 House Committee 
 Lectionary 
 Lilies for Easter 
 Meals on Wheels 

 Pastoral Reflections 

 Pastor’s Office Hours 

 Pictures 

 Reflections on Loving Your Neighbor 

 Situational Support Consultation Update 

 Trustees 

 Worship Volunteer Calendar  

 Worship Volunteer Sign-up 

April 2017 
Inside This Issue: 
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No matter WHO you are or  

WHERE you are on life’s journey, 
You are WELCOME here!!!! 

Pastor:  Rev. Judith Holloway 
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Church Phone # 935-8046  Website: 
www.chewelahucc.org 

Find us on Facebook as “Chewelah UCC” 

Mission Statement: 
“As children of God, united in our belief in Christ,  

we are called to love one another as God loves us:  
   helping each other to live as givers, to be as doers,  

to pray as believers, and always to serve.”  
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
This Lenten season has been rich, rich, rich in offering us many ways to deepen and 

strengthen our relationships with one another – how we might, as Jesus says, love one another. 
As near as I can tell how all this came together has been strictly through the activity of the Holy 
Spirit at work in our church. I remember, clearly, the moment I realized that Lent was just around 
the corner, and because of the time and energy spent on my sabbatical, I only had a (terrifyingly) 
vague idea of how this Lenten theme of loving one another was going to come together.  

All I can say is, this Lent has been another great example of how when we get out of the way 
and let the Spirit work, that God comes through and provides us with much better solutions than 
we could ever come up with ourselves. In short, our Lenten “Soup and Spirit” offerings have been 
amazing this year – and I personally have learned important and valuable information from each 
of our presenters about how to create and nurture healthy, loving relationships in my life. I hope 
this is true for you all as well. 

I thought I would do a bit of a recap for those of us that haven’t been able to attend (and 
those that have….) – and honestly, every presentation could easily have been extended into a 
day-long or weekend-long workshop. And that might be a possibility in our future! 

So what have we been learning about relationships?  
We started out our Lenten series with Dr. Catherine Swan Reimer who spoke to us about 

paying attention to our “shadow selves” or the darker side of our selves in our interactions with 
others – that in reality our negativity and judgments of others are actually unresolved issues that 
we have projected onto the other person. She led us in an exercise that challenged us to see how 
we ourselves are a part of the conflict we’re having with someone, to look at it from the other per-
son’s perspective, and even imagine how that person might perceive us! 

Our next presenter, Myriah Pazereckas-Roy, shared how important it is in our relationships 
with one another to not judge and to accept the other person (and ourselves) as they are (similar 
to what Jesus tells us to do). One of the ways we can do this is through deep listening to the other 
– to turn off our thoughts and judgments – the best we can – and truly hear the other person. We 
participated in a short practice session to help us understand through experience how we might 
do this in real life – as we all learned, it takes lots of practice! 

Our very own Mimi Tiderman was our third speaker, and shared her rich knowledge and ex-
perience to help us communicate with one another to create more healthy and loving relationships 
– especially in times of crisis. She posed an interesting question pertinent to moving our church 
community (or our own lives) forward in times of conflict: “Is it possible to deepen our relation-
ships through difficult conversations?” We were given clear guidelines for effective and healthy 
communication – backed up liberally with Bible quotes – and then we had a practice session. As 
Mimi said, loving communication takes practice, practice, practice and especially attentive, non-
defensive listening.  (continued page 3) 

Pastoral Reflection: Holy Relationships!  
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Celebrating Sisterhood: For Such A Time As This 
 

A time of rest, relaxation, and renewal for women of all ages 
 

This three-day retreat at beautiful Camp N Sid Sen on the shores of lovely Lake Coeur d’ Alene 
will provide opportunities for worship, fun, creativity, quiet, prayer, music, and laughter. All activi-
ties are purely voluntary, so if what you need is to just get away from life for a while and relax, 

you are welcome to come and truly ‘retreat.’ 
 

Our scripture focus will be the story of Hagar in the book of Genesis. Through the study of Hagar, 
we will look at what it means to be a woman in our day and time, how gender bias affects us, and 

what each of us can do “at such a time as this.” 
 

Art Project: we will have an Artist In Residence to lead us in expressing ourselves creatively.  
 

Mad Hatter’s Tea, a Women’s Retreat tradition, is on Saturday, so bring a fancy hat! 
 

Special Option: Massages! Karen Cady, a massage therapist, will be offering her services at 
retreat. Karen offers both chair and table massage, and the prices start at $1/minute. 10-minute 
chair massage = $10. Payments are made directly to Karen Cady, and are completely separate 
from fees paid to N Sid Sen.  
 

We will gather at N-Sid-Sen, a camp and conference center owned and operated by the Pacific 
Northwest Conference of the United Church of Christ.  N-Sid-Sen is located on the eastern shore 
of beautiful Lake Coeur d'Alene in northern Idaho. 
 

You may choose from accommodations for the retreat: Syringa Lodge (limited to 18, 2 per room, 
private bathrooms) or Spirit Lodge (limited to 32, 2-4 per room, shared bathrooms), or cabins 
(bathrooms up the trail). Register early for the best choice. 
 

We will begin our retreat with dinner at 6:30 p.m. Friday and conclude Sunday after lunch. 
 

For further information: Pastor Jan Shannon pastorjan@westminsterucc.org 509-435-5220 
 
To register: You may register online at www.n-sid-sen.org or complete the registration form avail-

able at the church by May 8 Register by April 24th for $10 early bird discount 
 

Accommodations:  Spirit Lodge/Syringa Lodge $115, Cabins $100         

Campership weekend will be April 22nd and 23rd.  
Mark Boyd, who is the manager of N-Sid-Sen, our con-

ference camp on Lake Couer D’Alene will be joining us for the festivities. 
The youth will have dinner at the church on Saturday, then take part in games and activi-

ties, then they will spend the night.  On Sunday morning, the youth will be serving pancake 
breakfast to the congregation to raise money for kids going to camp, 

Stay tuned for more information as the time gets near. 

Campership Weekend 
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Our fourth speaker, Charlie Finck, walked us down the amazing faith road of practicing for-
giveness as a way of life – living in loving relationship with God and each other. He told us this 
good news, bad news story: forgiveness is simple, but it’s not easy; in fact it’s really hard and we 
all have lots of reasons why we don’t want to actually, in reality, forgive. We have to be willing 
and able to forgive – the “being able” part, knowing how is easier, the willingness is much tough-
er! The problem is when we don’t forgive we build walls – walls built with bricks of judgment, 
blame, and resentment – between ourselves and God, and others, and even ourselves! We do 
this because we ourselves have been hurt, wounded. Without the practice of forgiveness in our 
lives the walls remain and even thicken and we become spiritually numb and deadened to the life 
that God promises each and every one of us in Christ. It’s through practicing forgiveness that we 
open the channels to God’s love that is constantly pouring out to us in every moment. 

Charlie also told us how to do this difficult thing – to forgive – by learning and repeating this 
simple prayer. In his extensive experience as a counselor, he has found that this really works! 

“God, I forgive (insert person’s name). God, I give you permission to take the judgment and 
bitterness out of my heart. I do not want this in my life. I surrender it to You and ask You to re-
move it – to heal me where I have been wounded, to forgive me where I have sinned/erred. I 
choose not to blame or hold the actions of others (or name of person) against them. I hereby sur-
render my right to be paid back for my loss by the one who has sinned against me, and in so do-
ing, I declare my trust in God alone as the righteous judge. God, bless them in every way.” 

Charlie encouraged us to read his book, “As We Forgive Those: How To Forgive Others, 
Ourselves, and God,” now available in our library to learn more about the art of forgiveness. 

Next week Rev. Judith Rinehart-Nelson will be speaking to us about loving one another in 
our leaving and letting go. 

Whew! Like I said, this has been a very rich conversation on all the different ways we can 
practice loving one another in our relationships, and in how we communicate. What has struck 
me in all this is: it’s one thing to learn how, to know how, to hear and even take in the information 
of how to love one another, but it’s another thing entirely to be willing and to practice all these 
ways of loving. To do this, to do the holy work of loving one another, we need God’s help – we 
need to surrender our self-centered unwillingness, be willing to die to our old selves and ways of 
being in relationship, and ask for God’s help. Because, God help us, we certainly can’t do it by 
ourselves, and God can and will, if we ask. 

May it be so! 
Easter’s coming, 
Blessings on your Lenten journey, Holy Week, and Easter celebration, 
Pastor Judith 
 
P. S. And the soups have been equally amazing as the presentations according to all the 

attendees – thanks to all the great soup chefs in our church family! 

mailto:pastorjan@westminsterucc.org
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House Committee: 
 

3/11/17       The Mindful Way – Chapel  12-2 p.m. every other Saturday 
3/12/17       Girl Scouts – Fellowship Hall  1-3 p.m. 
3/21/17       Girl Scouts – 6:30-8 p.m. 
3.25/17        Distinguished Young Women Interviews – 1-4 p.m. 
4/25/17       Headstart – Week days 9a.m.-11 a.m. through 5/23/17 
4/30/17       Headstart – 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Situational Support Consultation Update 
The Pacific Northwest Conference of the United Church of Christ has begun the process known 
as a "Situational Support Consultation" with the Chewelah United Church of Christ.  The confer-
ence is providing this consultation because of the conflict within our church and hopes to assess 
the concerns that church members have.  It is hoped that we will become a healthier congregation 
by participating in this process. 
This service may be requested by either the pastor or the congregation.  Kathy Combs, former 
Chairman of the Diaconate, and Rachel Kristianson, Chairman of the Pastoral Relations Commit-
tee spoke with Pastor Judith and shared the need for this assistance and Pastor Judith contacted 
Mike Denton, the Conference Pastor, to request the Situational Support Consultation.  On April 9 
the three members of the Committee on Ministry who will be conducting the "Consultation" will 
interview Pastor Judith and five other members of the congregation.   
Rachel Kristianson will be given the names of the five members of the church who will be visiting 
with the committee on or before April 3. Once Rachel has the names of the five individuals she 
will forward them to Joan Sulser, chairman, who will contact them and give them an appointment 
time Sunday, April 9, Palm Sunday.  The three members of the committee will interview those 
with an appointment together.   Each person will have a 35-minute appointment.  There will be a 
10-minute break after each appointment.  The interviews will take place at the Lutheran Church in 
the basement.  Please enter through the front door of the church.  Do not enter through the fellow-
ship hall as other activities may be taking place there. 
Those who aren't scheduled to visit on April 9th are invited to write a letter sharing their concerns.  
If you do write a letter please sign it, include your phone number and email so the committee may 
contact you, and place it in a sealed envelope.   Letters may be given to Rachel Kristianson, Rob-
erta McMillin, or Pastor Judith on or before April 9th and they will be delivered to the committee. 
Following the April 9 interviews, the committee will review the information they have gathered, 
consult with the greater committee, and determine next steps.  More information will be provided 
once the committee has reported back on their recommendations. 
Thank you for your assistance and your patience in this process.  God Bless. 
Rachel Kristianson 
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Both of these passages are teachings given by God through Moses so that God's people may be 
a holy nation (Exodus 19:6, Leviticus 19:2).  "Holy" is another word we often use but that can be 
hard to define.  One meaning, from Strong's Concordance, is "to set apart for a special pur-
pose."  So what purpose are the followers of Moses, God's people being set aside for?  There 
are of course many valid answers to that question.  Leviticus 19:9-18 can give us valuable insight 
into God's purpose. 
 

In these verses we find admonitions to leave part of the harvest for the poor and the strangers 
among us, how to relate to the deaf and blind, not to gossip or slander, not to bear hatred for a 
brother, and to judge justly.  These are instructions on how to live in community in 
a manner opposite to Pharaoh's way of life. 
 

Remember, these followers of Moses were slaves in Egypt.  They were caught up in a social sys-
tem that has been described using the terms "dominator system," "Pharaoh's economy," 
"empire," or "the way of death."  Simply put, this is a social system where the mass of people 
exist to serve the few in their unending quest for more power and wealth. 
 

And remember, the followers of Moses, forced to spend more and more time making bricks for 
Pharaoh's building projects, cry out.  God hears, and responds by sending Moses to lead the 
people out of Egypt, to liberate them.  Being liberated is one thing; staying liberated is anoth-
er.  Old habits die hard.  After years in the wilderness, the people began to say, "I'd rather be a 
slave and have a full stomach than be free and starve." 
 

So what if the Ten Commandments and the injunction in Leviticus 19 are guides, are instructions 
on how to keep from back sliding, how to break old habits--most importantly, how to see another 
person as a child of God and not as a means to wealth or power or glory or aggrandizement of 
self. 
 

We have a saying that describes our time, our reality:  "It's a dog eat dog world."  This is a saying 
that arises out of a domination system.  A system where people, where all of creation is used to 
augment and validate the selfish self.  It is not a saying that recognizes or values the dignity of 
the other, of all creation. 
 

Jesus, by his action, healed people.  He showed, by honoring each person not in words but in 
compassionate deeds, the true meaning of "love" that we find in the biblical injunction, "love your 
neighbor as yourself."  (to be continued next month) 

Judith’s Office Hours  
Mon: 12:30-2:30, Tues: 10-1, 3-5,  

Thurs: 10-1, Fri & Sat: by appt.  
Church-935-8046, Cell 510-684-8809 
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Reflections on Loving your Neighbor  -Kim Powers 
 

When asked by a scribe what were the greatest commandments, Jesus replied, "first is the She-
ma, 'Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is Lord alone.  You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.'  The second is this, 'You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.'"  Mark 12:29-31a (the New American Bible).  Some have 
said that this is the entire Torah condensed.  If this is so, then understanding what "love your 
neighbor" means is important.  Very Important! 
 

What I would like to present as a series of reflections here in the Gazette, is an exploration of the 
Biblical meaning of these two words, "love" and "neighbor."  (Warning!  This endeavor will take a 

number of months.  There, I've now committed myself to writing every month!☺)  In this time of 
increasing division and animosity at, it seems, all levels of our society, understanding what the 
Biblical texts have to say about loving our neighbor would appear crucial for witnessing to the 
world our faith. 
 

One of our challenges to this understanding is that words found in our Biblical texts do not always 
have the same meanings as they do today. 
 

When we use the word "love" nowadays, we use it perhaps to mean "that was a great movie" or 
"nice hairdo" or "wonderful outfit" or "beautiful scenery."  We'll say "I'd love to go along with" or "I 
love my sports team" or "come on, you'll love the movie" or "Love!  It's what makes a Sub-
aru!".  None of the above usages can serve as a way to understand the injunction to "love your 
neighbor." 
 

From Websters International Dictionary we get such meanings as "strong, personal attachment" 
or "strong liking, fondness or goodwill" or "tender, passionate affection for another."  These also, I 
believe, will not do as a way to understand "love your neighbor."  Webster does give one defini-
tion that can help us.  Webster states "the benevolence attributed to God as being like a father's 
affection for his children."  I will explore that more next month when  I reflect on the relationship 
between "shepherd/pastor" and "neighbor" in the Hebrew language. 
 

Now, I would like to turn to the Bible, to Leviticus 19:1-18 specifically and the rest of the chapter 
generally.  This is where "love your neighbor as yourself" first appears in the Bible.  Please read 
these verses along with me. 
 

When I first read this passage several weeks ago, I was struck by its similarity to the Ten Com-
mandments.  The opening verses of Exodus 20 and Leviticus 19 primarily deal with people's rela-
tionship to God.  The rest of the verses deal with people's relationship to each other. 
(continued pg 13) 
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The calendar indicates it is spring, preparations for Easter as well.... 
so Happy Spring! 
 

At our upcoming April 5th meeting our program presenter will be Liz Freeman. 
(Yes, Mitch and Cheri's daughter-in-law)  
She has a creative approach to recycling items, such as clothing, she is going to share. Starts at 
1 o'clock followed by dessert and meeting. 
 

Good Intent ladies will be having their PALM SUNDAY BAKED GOODS SALE on ...you guessed 
it!..Palm Sunday April 9th. 
In the front foyer before and after church is the place to be. 
 

...be not just hearers of the word but be as doers  

Good Intent 

Lilies for Easter:  You are invited to bring potted lilies for Easter Sun-
day worship.  Deliver to the church on Saturday the 15th and pickup after 
church on Easter Sunday, April 16th.  Those that are left at the church will 

be taken to shut-ins and folks at long term care and Quail Hollow.  

April Lectionary 

April 2: 5th Sunday in Lent 
Lesson 1:  Exek 37:1-14 
Lesson 2:  Rom 8:6-11 
Psalm:   130 
Gospel:   John 11:1-45 
April 9: 6th Sunday in Lent 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Lesson 1:  Isa 50:4-9a 
Lesson 2:  Phil 2:5-11 
Psalm: 31:9-16 or 118:1-2, 19-29 
Gospel:   Matt 26:14-27:66 or 27:11-54 or 21:1-11 
April 13:  Maundy Thursday 
Lesson 1:   Ex 12:1-4 (5-10), 11-14 
Lesson 2: 1 Cor 11:23-26 
Psalm:   116:1-2, 12-19 
Gospel:   John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
April 14:  Good Friday 
Lesson 1:   Isa 52:13-53:12 
Lesson 2:   Heb 10:16-25 or 4:14-16, 5:7-9 
Psalm:   22 
Gospel:   John 18:1-19:42 

April 15:  Holy Saturday 
Lesson 1:  Job 14:1-14 or Lam 3:1-9, 19-24 
Lesson 2:  1 Pet 4:1-8 
Psalm:   31:1-4, 15-16 
Gospel:   Matt 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42 
April 16:  Easter 
Lesson 1:  Acts 10:34-43 or Jer 31:1-6 
Lesson 2:  Col 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24 
Gospel:   John 20:1-18 or Matt 28:1-10 
April 23:  2nd Sunday after Easter 
Lesson 1:   Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Lesson 2: 1 Pet 1:3-9 
Psalm:   16 
Gospel:   John 20:19-31 
April 30:  3rd Sunday after Easter 
Lesson 1:   Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Lesson 2:   1 Pet 1:17-23 
Psalm:   116:1-4, 12-19 
Gospel:   Luke 24:13-35 
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Meals on Wheels is a program for seniors 60 and over who 

have difficulty preparing their own meals.  Through Rural Resources, these meals are delivered 

in Chewelah three days a week.  At this time we only have one local driver.  If you are interested 

in helping with this program or if you know someone who would benefit from the meals, please 

call Darlene at 509-685-6071. 

Meals on Wheels 

Christian Education Gazette Article 

The Season of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, and ordinary time after Epiphany have passed and 
our lessons are now focusing on the Season of Lent.  The older students, grade 4 and up, are 
using the “Whole People of God” curriculum so the scriptures and main lesson are the same as 
the congregation is using in the church service.   All of the lessons during Lent are from the gos-
pel of John and Matthew.  As it says in the Introduction to the Season of Lent lessons,  several 
of the Bible stories center around conversations between Jesus and others and or God and oth-

ers.  These are conversations finding out "how people are truly experiencing their lives". 

Rachel is teaching grades 4 and up and Carmen Hartill is teaching grades pre-k through 3.   
Carmen is also using the "Whole People of God" as well as supplemental materials that are ef-
fective in working with the students.   Everyone is happy that spring is here and we all look for-

ward to celebrating Easter. 

Rachel Kristianson, Co-Coordinator, Sunday School 

Trustees:  Water everywhere.  As we watched the creek rise next to the church and sand-
bagged the back entry door, right after Pastor Judith left on sabbatical Holly checked the base-
ment of the parsonage and discovered inches of water covering the entire basement floor.  The 
sump pump which had not been needed for years failed to come on because of a hang up in the 
float.  Quick reaction after the discovery averted creating a swimming pool.  Thank you to:  Ron 
and Holly Peterson for moving items out of the basement, , Bob and Susan Chamberlin for first 
response and daily monitoring, and Roger West for all his equipment,  expertise and much more.  
For loaning dehumifiers:  Mary Ann Lachiewicz , Dave and KathyCombs.  Also assisting: Greg 
Rutherford, Lynn Hume, Kevin and Skye, Mike and Cory.  After the water table goes down we will 
be drying things out and doing some repairs of drywall in the finished bedroom.   
Time for spring clean-up and an opportunity for everyone to find a chore that fits their time 
and talent.  The signup is next to the kitchen, complete and check off your task before Easter so 
we can look welcoming for the big event. 
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New membership classes will begin after Easter, dates have yet to be set. 
Judith has met with the Interfaith Council and they have started planning Peace in the Park, 
scheduled for April 22, 2017. 
New Business: Council appointed Holly to oversee placing an Easter ad in The Independent. 
Cheri reported that the PNCUCC Annual Meeting is Saturday, April 29, 2017. Susan reported that 
Conference dues have been paid so that delegates can vote.  Registration for delegates is $85 
each.   We are allowed 3 delegates in addition to Pastor Judith. Early registration costs $20 less 
each. Holly and Susan volunteered as delegates to the meeting. $300 has been budgeted toward 
PNCUCC Annual Meeting expenses.   
*Cheri introduced a letter from St. Paul’s Lutheran Church asking UCC to participate in bringing 
Second Harvest trucks to Chewelah twice in 2017. UCC’s share of cost for first truck would be 
$250. Susan moved and Holly seconded that we support this endeavor with $250 from the Birth-
day Fund. Motion passed. 
*Susan asked that the question of UCC’s participation in the community yard sale be put on the 
agenda for the next council meeting. 
*Holly reported that the Future Events Task Force has not met recently.  
Committee Reports:   
Diaconate: Ron reported that new officers are Roberta McMillin, chairperson; Bonnie Rail, secre-
tary, and Ron Peterson, treasurer.  Flowers and palms have been ordered for Holy Week. As 
Pastor Judith will be on sabbatical, Kim Powers will speak on March 19th and Ashley Watson on 
March 26th.  
Christian Ed: Susan reported Trustees are working with Christian Ed to reorganize and label cup-
boards in youth room. 
Youth: Holly reported 11 youngsters attended a successful overnight event at the church. Next 
event will be March 25th at Camus Wellness Center (pool). Mark Boyd, manager of Camp N-Sid 
Sen, will participate in the worship service on April 23 as part of Campership Weekend, April 22-
23, and the youth will host a breakfast fundraiser on April 23rd. 
Mission and Stewardship: Banks will be distributed to the congregation to collect donations for 
One Great Hour of Sharing. 
Trustees: Roger reported snow removal issues have been resolved and repair and improvement 
of the back door and courtyard gate are underway. Panic bars will also be installed in front doors. 
Good Intent: Will meet April 1st and have a craft project planned. 
Capital Improvements: Susan reported storage/maintenance room project has been completed. 
Campership: There are $679.94 in savings account. 
Choir: Ron reported turnout has been small and he may recruit people for the Easter service 
choir. 
The meeting was brought to a close with a reading by Pastor Judith of Emmy Kegler’s writings in 
“Sojourners.” 
Sally Beane, Clerk 
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Those attending: Cheri and Mitch 
Freeman, Chris Johnson, Susan 
Chamberlin, Holly and Ron Peterson, Pastor Judith Holloway, and Roger West 
Meeting called to order by Moderator Cheri. 
Insurance: Guest Fran Jenne, insurance agent with HUB International, LLC of Chewelah brought 
the council up to date on insurance for the church and parsonage and addressed the council’s de-
sire to appoint her as the new agent of record. She explained that Liberty Mutual, the company the 
church is currently insured through, is still the best option for the church. She explained that all that 
is needed to appoint her is to draft and sign an Agent of Record letter which will be provided to Lib-
erty Mutual. She also said she would analyze and make any recommendations for valuation 
changes for the two buildings. Susan moved and Holly seconded a motion for the council sign the 
Agent of Record letter provided by HUD. Motion passed.  Signed by Moderator, Cheri, and given to 
Fran to start the process. 
Building Rental: Guest Diana Stewart, representing a small group called “A Mindful Life,” ad-
dressed the council to request use of the building every other Saturday from Noon to 2 p.m., begin-
ning on March 25th. They asked to be allowed to pay $25 per month until they can build up the size 
of the group at which time they would pay $50 per month. Holly moved and Chris seconded that 
the council agree to this request. Following discussion regarding logistics, the motion passed. 
Devotional: Susan read a devotional from the UCC Devotionals website, “Standing on the Promis-
es,” by Anthony Robinson. 
Minutes for the Annual Meeting on February 5th and the Church Council meeting of February 7th 
were made available. 
Financial Reports: Susan and Mitch distributed financial reports. Susan reported that the pastor’s 
annuity is being paid monthly instead of quarterly and that she is currently holding the February 
check in wait of additional funds. 
Unfinished Business: Ron reported that the Pancake Feed, sponsored by the men’s group, net-
ted $121.00. Susan explained that donating this money to the food baskets would make more 
sense than donating it to the Mercy Fund as the Mercy Fund is a budgeted item and the food bas-
kets are not. Holly moved and Mitch seconded that the money be donated to the food baskets. Mo-
tion passed. 
*Deadlines for submission of articles to The Gazette is March 23rd for the April 2nd publication. 
*Pastor’s Report: Pastor Judith reported that she will be on sabbatical March 13th to March 27th, 
seeking Spiritual Direction Certification. A flyer was distributed outlining the Wednesday night 
“Soup & Spirit” programs. These programs, all themes around successful relationships, will be free 
except for the one led by Charles F. Finck, MS, on March 29th when a donation will be requested 
because of his status as an international lecturer. Finck plans to give the donations to his group, 
Liberty Cross Ministries.  
She has been contacted by Mike Denton and the Situational Support Consultation Team is ready 
to move ahead in consulting with our church on how to best move forward as a church. 

Council Minutes March 7 
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Hoping to submit updates from Diaconate occasionally to keep us all informed. 
 
Our committee, recently becoming active after the annual meeting, includes Roberta McMillin 
Chairperson, Bonnie Rail, Ron Peterson and Marcie Atkinson. Roberta and Bonnie typically 
set up and serve communion first Sunday of the month, Ron is the representative at Worship 
Team, Marcie sends out cards of joy and concerns to members and friends of our church fami-
ly. 
 
The Wednesday evening Soup and Spirit Lenten Series LOVE ONE ANOTHER which started 
March 9 has been well attended by church and community members. Numbers of 25, 22, and 
18 in attendance at the first three. Next Wed. the 29th  the topic is: Loving One Another 
Through Choosing to Forgive presented by Charles F. Finck, M.S. ...counselor, international 
lecturer, teacher and author 
April 5th presenter is Rev. Judith Rinehart-Nelson, Chaplain and former Pastor of UCC in Ritz-
ville. Topic: Loving One Another in our Leaving and Letting Go.  
 
Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on April 9th with the procession of palm branches by the 
children and Christian Ed. teachers into the sanctuary. Our Maundy Thursday service is the 
13th @7 p.m. in the chapel.  This features hand washing and communion. Good Friday service 
is the 14 @ 7p.m. in the sanctuary.  
 
Easter Sunday April 16 dawns with a Sunrise Service for hearty souls at the Bell-Towne home 
@ approximately 6:30 a.m.  Traditional Easter Sunday Worship at 10:30 in sanctuary with pro-
cession of those bringing flowers to "dress" the cross.         
         
We will have need of readers and assistants for some aspects of services. An enthusiastic 

Yes! Of course!  is most appreciated when asked.  ♡♡ 
 
April communion Sunday is the 2nd. After Easter we will begin intinction and continue through 
the summer. 
 
LOOK FORWARD:  April 23 Campership Sunday. Camp clothes...Remember those blue t-
shirts! 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST CONFERENCE annual meeting 29Th and 30th. 

Diaconate 
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SIGN UP TO HELP OUT  Remember to sign up to usher, be a greeter, and do hospitality.  The sign up sheet is on the big 
bulletin board by the front door.  Remember only the second Sunday is designated. "Treat" Sunday.  You are welcome to provide 
treats other Sundays, but it is optional.  You are responsible to serve coffee and tea, and bring juice for kids.  You also need to do 

clean up.  If spaces are not filled before each Gazette, Sara will fill in the blanks from the time ant talent sheets. Thanks in advance! 
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April 2nd Communion/Food Pantry 

Greeters Debra Tobler,  Chris Johnson 

Ushers CJ Beckwith, Beverly Heidlebaugh, Rachel Kristianson, 

Worship Asst Susan Chamberlin  

Hospitality Janice Burya,  Joey Locke 

April 9th  Palm Sunday, Birthday/Cookie Sunday   

Greeters Roberta McMillin, Joan Blubaugh 

Ushers Patricia West, Roger West , Laurel Shelton, Rana Shelton  

Worship Asst Bonnie Rail  

Hospitality Sally Beane, Cheri Freeman 

April 16th  Easter Sunday 

Greeters Rachel Kristianson, Carol Auvil 

Ushers Lynn Hume, Greg & Laura Rutherford,  Bev Heidlebaugh 

Worship Asst Cheri Freeman  

Hospitality Susan Chamberlin, Bonnie Rail 

April 23rd   

Greeters Laurel Shelton., Lynn Hume 

Ushers Joan Blubaugh, Carol Auvil, Roberta McMillan,  Mary Ann Lachiewicz 

Worship Asst Robert Nein  

Hospitality Dede McAuliffe, Holly Peterson 

April 30th  

Greeters Bonnie Rail, Janice Burya 

Ushers Debra Tobler, Christine Johnson,  Carmen Deal, Bev Heidlebaugh 

Worship Asst Joey Locke 

Hospitality Joan Blubaugh,  Mary Ann Lachiewicz 

May 7th Communion/Food Pantry 

Greeters Laurel Shelton, Cheri Freeman 

Ushers Joey Locke,  Patty and Roger West, Rana Shelton 

Worship Asst Rachel Kristianson  

Hospitality Roberta McMillin, Deb Tobler 


