Chewelah United Church of Christ
CREEKSIDE GAZETTE
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You are WELCOME here!!!!
Pastor: Rev. Judith Holloway
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helping each other to live as givers, to be as doers,
to pray as believers, and always to serve.”
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Pastoral Reflections:
An Easter You!

Sisters and Brothers in the Risen Christ,
Maybe it’s psychological, or maybe it’s spring
springing up in me, in you, in everything
around us, but I feel lighter in this time of Eastertide. The heavy slogging along of Lent seems
thankfully to have passed, and I feel as if I can finally let the flow of Eastertide carry me from
stormy dark waters into more azure-like, warm, tropical seas. And this happens every year; even
if there are serious things going on, at least it all feels lighter.
Or maybe it’s because the Easter effect, Jesus risen, actually makes a difference, the
Easter effect is real, and all things are possible because God is more present in our lives. Imagine, that we actually can leave all of our failures and heavy burdens – everything that’s happened
in the past – in the past and not carry all that stuff into our present….
This is one of the great gifts of Easter: to let go of all the heavy examinations of our lives,
our past, (Lent), learn from it, and now open to what else God might have in mind for us as newly
reborn Easter-people. And it’s also okay not to have any idea what that might look like; we can
leave all those details up to Holy Spirit – it’s not our responsibility.
It’s enough to know that the resurrected and living Christ/Jesus walks with us, still and
doesn’t get resurrected and say, “This resurrection stuff has been great! Sorry guys, now you’re
on your own.”
It’s enough to ask this alive Jesus for help in everything and know we will never be turned
away. As we enter this season of risings it’s enough for us, as Easter, Jesus-is-alive people, to be
open, willing, and honest as we continue our journey into new life-territory. As new Easter-people
it’s enough to feel our trust in the living God, the really REAL, continually growing in a deep inner
security in the goodness and purpose in the universe. It’s enough to know that, like Jesus, our
loving God will show us what we are to do and who we are to be – to trust that completely!
As new Easter-selves we really have started living into our new lives changed by the living Christ in us that reassures us, “You are enough, more than enough – God re-creates and
loves you and is with you. Peace be with you.”
Eastertide Blessings,
April 3: 2nd Sunday of Easter
Lesson 1: Acts 5:27-32
Lesson 2: Rev 1:4-8
Psalm:
118:14-29 or 150
Gospel: John 20:19-31
April 10: 3rd Sunday of Easter
Lesson 1: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
Lesson 2: Rev 5:11-14
Psalm:
30
Gospel: John 21:1-19
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The Trustees (Roger, Greg & Susan) will be posting a list of things “To Do’s” in the
way of maintenance & repairs around the church & parsonage. Extra lines will be provided for you, the congregation to add things you might see that we miss. We are a ½
size committee so be patient with us as we prioritize and find the time to get things
done.
Please note that we will be asking for your name and the date you add the task in case
we need further information. Also, if someone reading the lists sees that is a task you
have the skills to do, let us know.
Priority will be given toward addressing the items listed by outgoing chairperson, Dave
Combs.

Capital Improvement Project: The church council approved a proposal presented by
the taskforce to clean up the furnace room and complete the storage room with wiring,
insulation, paint, drywall, lighting, shelves, etc. $1000 was appropriated from the Capital Improvement Savings account. This will start in April with cleaning out both rooms,
removing everything and discarding items that are not use or putting into the church
yard sale. We will be looking for supplies, materials you may have on hand and worker
bees. Will keep you posted on progress.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
2016 TOTAL: $257.98
LANDSCAPING ADDITION: A new planting has been added to the landscap-

ing at the front entry of the church building. Davee & Owen Pullen have generously
donated a bristle cone pine from their tree farm business and it was planted by Susan
and Bob Chamberlin. Bristlecone pines are very hardy and slow growing evergreen
trees from the arid Sierra Nevadas. They have a shallow root system and will withstand
both heat and cold temperatures. This is a perfect tree for this location. It adds a cheerful spot of green to the entry and will require very little maintenance. Thank you,
Davee & Owen!!!

April Lectionary

April 17: 4th Sunday of Easter
Lesson 1: Acts 9:36-43
Lesson 2: Rev 7:9-17
Psalm:
23
Gospel: John 10:22-30
April 24: 5th Sunday of Easter
Lesson 1: Acts 11:1-18
Lesson 2: Rev 21:1-6
Psalm:
148
Gospel: John 13:31-35
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the church
spring cleaning both inside and out. If you didn't get a
chance to take on a project, please look at the list and see what
areas still need attention. The weather will be
more cooperative in April and May for outdoor
yard work and it will soon be time to mow the
lawn again. Many hands make the work load
lighter. Thank you again for your Time and Talent!!

Worship Enhancement:

Along with the altar being
changed three times in one week between Palm/Passion Sunday,
Holy Week and Easter you may have noticed that Pastor Judith
changed her stoles that many times too. Our church owns over 20
two sided stoles covering all the liturgical seasons more than twice
over so there is always a variety from which the pastor can
choose. Stoles are also used for worship enhancement on the altars in the sanctuary and in the chapel. All these stoles are donated by our
church's resident stole maker, Susan, who learned the art from Rev. Sandra
Johnson, a master stole maker herself and a pastor here back in the 90's.
When a pastor receives a call to another church they are offered one or two of
the stoles to take with them. There are always new fabrics and new ideas from
which to create new stoles.
Occasionally someone contacts Susan to commission having a special stole made, most recently Rev. Lynne Hinton. Pastors all over
the conference wear her stoles and Susan will again be taking stoles
to sell at the Pacific Northwest Conference annual meeting in
Wenatchee April 29-May 1. She will have a table with both stoles
and Kim’s scroll woodwork. The proceeds from her stole sales after
expenses goes to our church’s capital improvement fund.

Time to review the church budget for the first quarter of 2016. The executive board and committee
representative will be doing this at 5:45 before the
April 5th Church Council meeting. Everyone who
is interested in the church’s finances is welcome to
attend.
10

Pastoral Reflections Part 2: An Easter Church
Easter greetings to our Beloved Church Family:
In spite of popular opinion and rumors of its demise swirling all around us – I really am absolutely sure that the mainline church(s) isn’t done. We’re made in an Easter pattern of the risen
Christ: we only appear to die. The church, in whatever form it takes, was/is born and created, in
the power and energy of the Holy Spirit!
I’ve staked my life on the sure knowledge born of experience and faith that this is not merely
bravado or whistling in the dark – Christ’s church is an Easter church – it lives! But because Jesus is alive, even our churches are changing!
To take a page from Jesus’ resurrection story – we (the church) may not always be recognizable in its emerging form. As uncomfortable and disconcerting as this can be, this is what it’s
like to be an Easter church – and like Jesus, our form is a lot more fluid than we would like to
think.
Because as human beings we want more security and solidity and guarantees than that –
and of course our traditions, our buildings, our sacred sacraments and liturgies give us a place to
practice our faith, to grow in our love of God and each other! But, the wind of the Spirit is on the
rise and blowing fresh, and unsettling, breezes throughout God’s churches everywhere.
No one really knows, just like the Spirit, where that wind will blow us to, or what will become
or look like in our next incarnation. We don’t usually think about the church in this way: but if we
can be Easter-people, why can’t the church be an Easter-church, a resurrecting, alive church,
reborn as the alive Christ?
Like many church leaders these days, I believe we can and we must be! God is calling us to
be a new, reborn church where people can actually feel the presence of the Spirit and follow Jesus to care for the earth, for her creatures, and all people in tangible ways.
We’re no longer living in a predictable world where going through the motions of faith is
enough – God needs us, the world needs us to be and do more, not for the sake of maintaining
the church, but to pour ourselves out, like Jesus did, for the sake of love and the possibility of
that new world of peace, justice, and love, Jesus was always going on about.
As Easter-people of an Easter-church this is a call to joy, to give, to love however and whenever we are willing and able. To stretch in our faith and let the Spirit carry us with the rising Easter-tide into something new and alive in Christ, living and speaking God’s love though our re-born
Easter Church.
Eastertide Blessings,
Pastor Judith
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Council Minutes, March 1

Cheri opened. There were 12 present.
Minutes were approved as sent.
A short discussion was held on membership. Will be on-going.
Unfinished Business: The final draft of the nursery policy/job description was presented. Ron
moved to accept the policy. Seconded and passed.
New Business: Dede presented plans for raised garden beds for the community at the church.
The pilot project would involve kids and youth. Total cost would be less than $300. Holly moved to
proceed with Dede’s plan for a raised garden bed with funding coming from the plant sale.
Seconded and passed. We are also looking at the need for a second shade sail for the courtyard.
More information will be presented next month.
Reports:
Financial: Susan reported an opening balance of $2756 and closing balance of $280 after payroll
on the 1st. Avista has not been transferred to capital improvement fund. The signature card needs
to be updated. It was decided by consensus to have the signers on the general fund account be
Susan Chamberlin, treasurer; Cheri Freeman, moderator; and Holly Peterson, assistant moderator.
Account number is 600605407. See separate report.
Diaconate: Kathy reported they are working on Holy Week. She is the new chair.
Mission and Stewardship: Chris will be the new chair. They will continue with the five special offerings. Also with support for the TASTY program.
Christian Ed/Youth Group: Abrianna and Ava are working on a T-shirt design to sell for a fundraiser for Campership. Camp Sunday will be April 24. Mark Boyd will be here. The kids need to revisit the Heifer Fund to see if they want the birthday money to continue to go to this cause or support something different.
Trustees: Spring cleaning is scheduled for March 19. However there is a conflict with that date so
they would like to have people sign up for jobs and do them on their own time.
House: PEO has a luncheon scheduled for April 30. A birthday celebration is tentatively scheduled
for May 21.
Pastor’s Report: Judith reported that plans are coming together for Peace in the Park. Lent has
been great. The care team is still being assembled. She is still looking at options for her planned
sabbatical.
Food Pantry: Cheri reported they are planning at least eight food baskets for Easter.
Good Intent: They will be meeting on March 2 with Inge Bender as the speaker. The new refrigerator is in place. Discussion was held on the old one. Ron moved to offer the old refrigerator to
the congregation for $50. Seconded and passed. An email will be sent out to the congregation.
Future Events: A yard/plant sale is planned for May 7 in conjunction with the city wide yard sale.
We are looking for a committee to put this together. Dede and Judy will be in charge of the plant
sale on the same date. Peace in the Park is on Apr. 3. They would like to set up a little reading corner and will continue looking for the best area. (continued next page)
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Dear Congregation,

Mission and Stewardship

THANK YOU ALL so much for your generous contributions in time, talents, and money. The
Mission and Stewardship Committee so appreciates it. With the men cooking breakfast for
Shrove Tuesday, and then donating the proceeds to the Mercy Fund, we added $135.00 for
our local needs. THANK YOU.
And for our contributions as a church to the One Great Hour of Sharing (for our Church’s Missions around the world), we added $275.98. Again, we THANK YOU.
The Mission and Stewardship is very thankful for all of your efforts. May God Bless your contributions to bring Glory to His Name.
Love in Christ,
Mission and Stewardship Committee
Library Bookshelves
Have you noticed the bookshelves that have appeared in the
Fellowship Hall. These were donated by a friend of Robert
who wasn’t using them. Susan spent several hours cleaning
the shelves and finding places to display them. We now have
adult books and magazines in the hallway by the Ruby Cole
room and children’s books at the far end of the Fellowship
Hall.
The piano that has been in the Fellowship Hall was on loan to
the church and has now been donated to our local radio station. This gives room for the bookcase. The diaconate has
ordered a rocking chair as a memorial to Erma Swinger,
and this will also be put in the library area. The hope is that
kids and adults will enjoy this space, reading and spending
time there.
The books and magazines are there for anyone to borrow,
with no time limits or check out system. If you have books
to share, please bring them to add to our UCC library.
Watch this space as it continues to evolve
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Youth Activities

Minutes, cont.

Website: There is a glitch in the links that Sherry will be working to fix.
Concerns: Alma, Cindy Christensen, Shelton family, Carol Dettmer, Deb and Erma, Jean
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Rutherford, Clerk
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April Worship Ministers Volunteer Calendar
Sunday

April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

May 1

Worship
Assistant

Roxanne Coatney

Bonnie Rail

Cheri Freeman

Susan Chamberlin

Roxanne Coatney

Ushers

Rachel Kristianson,
Roberta McMillin,
Bonnie Rail, Deb
Tobler

Randy and Carol
Auvil
Dede McAuliffe
Bev Heidlebaugh

Janice Burya
Judy Bean
Rachel Kristianson
Roger West

Hospitality
Ministers

Dettmers

Cheri Freeman
Holly Peterson

Joan Blubaugh
Dede McAuliffe

Rachel Kristianson
Roberta McMillin

Carmen Hartill
Bev Heidlebaugh

Greeters

Carmen, Ava, Ellie
Hartill

Carmen, Ava, Ellie
Hartill

Carmen, Ava,
Ellie Hartill

Carmen, Ava, Ellie
Hartill

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Bonnie Rail
Patty & Roger West,
Roberta McMillin
Bev Heidlebaugh,
Verlenna and
Joey Locke
Deb Tobler

Easter 2016

April Calendar
Mondays: Worship team at 10:00, Bible Study at 11:15
April 3: Worship at 10:30, Peace in the Park Ecumenical Event; 12-1
April 5 : Church Council @ 6:30
April 6 : Good Intent @ 1
April 10: Worship at 10:30, Birthday Sunday,; Book group 1211,Communion Sunday
April 11: Diaconate @ 1:00
April 14: Women together at 10 and 6
April 14: Future Events @ 12:30
April 17: Worship at 10:30, Long Term Care service @ 3:00;
April: 20: Women together at 10 and 6
April 24: Worship @ 10:30;
April 25: Mission and Stewardship @ 1
April 29-May 1 ; Pacific Northwest Conference Annual Meeting in Wenatchee

Long Term Care Service of Hymns
Every third Sunday 3-3:30
Sign up on the bulletin board if you are interested in attending

CAMP SUNDAY
Postponed until June

CHURCH YARD SALE
MAY 7 during City Wide Sale
ITEMS TO BRING
Collectibles, children’s clothing,
children's toys, Tools, like-new
clothing, electronics and small
appliances

CITY CLEAN UP
APRIL 23; 9 am
Chewelah UCC will be taking part
Meet at the church @ 9 am
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