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You are WELCOME here!!!! 
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Church Phone # 935-8046  Website: 
www.chewelahucc.org 

Find us on Facebook as “Chewelah UCC” 

Mission Statement: 
“As children of God, united in our belief in Christ,  

we are called to love one another as God loves us:  
   helping each other to live as givers, to be as doers,  

to pray as believers, and always to serve.”  
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Dear Friends,  
 
We wait each year for the coming of Advent, and yet Advent, by its very definition is a season of 
waiting…expectant and hopeful waiting to be sure, but waiting nonetheless. 
 
I was watching the movie “Castaway,” several days ago, and was reminded of how the situation 
of the main character, played by Tom Hanks, who is marooned on an island for five years, and 
ours are not utterly unalike. 
 
As it is with us, he finds himself in a situation not of his own choosing, and he has to learn how to 
survive and make the best of it. And like us, he longs for release, a way off his island, and back 
into the larger human community. 
 
One day, in the midst of his painful waiting, a side panel of a port-a-potty blows in. Not exactly 
what anyone would consider a gift! Until…he realizes that this stout piece of fiberglass is the sail 
that he has been waiting for that will help his raft over the high waves and out into the broad 
ocean. 
 
But even then…no guarantees. He will either be rescued or not. But, if he does not go, he knows 
that no rescue will ever come. 
 
He launches out, and is eventually rescued.  
 
Advent reminds us that God is the fiberglass sail, or the phone call from a friend, or the unex-
pected opportunity that comes to us, on our private islands…islands of routine, islands of fear, or 
islands of circumstance, that shows up to accompany us on our journeys, as we so choose. 
 
Advent is a time of waiting, to remember that the name “Immanuel” simply means “God with us.” 
 
Blessings,  
 
Steve 

Holiday Baskets 

Six families received Thanksgiving baskets due to the generosity of our con-
gregation.  Thanks to everyone who contributed in any way. 

We are taking donations for Christmas baskets.  Money can be given to 
Dave or Holly or checks made out to Chewelah UCC with baskets in the sub-

ject line. 
Kim has donated one of his special handmade plaques to be auctioned off 

with the proceeds going to the Christmas baskets. 
Tickets will be sold starting November 26 for a $1.00 donation. 
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Special Council meeting held on November 14, 2017 
Quorum present. This meeting was held to discuss the mold 
problem in the parsonage upstairs bathroom. Roberta contacted 
T & M and they were able to come over. Problem is the fan in the 
bathroom is not properly vented to the outside and part of it is 
sagging so that moisture collects. They recommended replacing 
the vent and venting to outside and cleaning up and replacing a 4 
foot area in the ceiling for an estimated cost of up to $1500. They 
would be available in the next couple weeks. David Combs 
moved to complete repairs on the parsonage bathroom mold 
problem with T & M up to $2000. Seconded and passed. 
 
Special Council meeting held on November 19, 2017 
Quorum present. The estimate from T & M has come back higher 
than expected at $2860. Discussed and decided this repair needs 
to be done in a timely manner. It may also run higher than this 
estimate if more mold damage is found. Rich Schatz moved to 
approve up to $4000 for mold remediation. Seconded and passed 
with one abstention. 

Christmas Family 
Once again our church will be adopting a family for Christmas.  

This year the family has two adults, a 13 year old girl, 11 year 

old boy and 6 year old girl.  Their wish lists are included at the 

end of this article.  Please have purchased items, wrapped if 

you wish, in the box by Sunday, December 17.  Monetary do-

nations can be given to Holly or Dave Combs. As with all 

Christmas giving, checks can be made to Chewelah UCC.  

Specify family in the subject line. 

Please see the list below and to the right 
 

Adult Male 

Old Spice Sport Deodorant and Body Wash 

White crew socks 

Wool blend boot socks 

Size medium shirts 

Sive 11 slippers 
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United Church of Christ Council Minutes 

November 7, 2017 
 

Judy opened. Pastor Steve offered a prayer. There were 12 present. Minutes of the previous 
meeting were approved. 
 

Financial Report:  Useable income for October was $7089. See separate reports.  
 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Steve reported the Bible study classes are going well. Stewardship 
month will be November with pledges offered on the first Sunday of Advent. We will be having 
only one evening service on Christmas Eve at 7 pm. There has been a good response on names 
for the transition team. There will be training for this team in December. Once a month there will 
be a quick review after the church service for the congregation.  
 

Business:  Potato fund-raiser grossed $482, expenses were $313, for a net profit of $169. 200 
potatoes were donated. Many supplies will not need to be repurchased. 
The glass sign needs to be rewired and updated. Roger will contact Colville sign. 
The web site was discussed. Ron updates event items. Pictures are on our facebook page. We 
will continue a discussion on ways to communicate next month. 
 

Diaconate:  Ron reported they are working on Thanksgiving and Advent. We will have a commu-
nity Thanksgiving service here at 7 pm on Nov. 19. We are planning on the orphans Thanksgiving 
dinner here at 2 pm. Holly will put up a sign-up sheet. Hanging of the greens will be Dec. 2. Bon-
nie is working on a stained glass window in memory of Wilma Schanzenbach. 
 

Christian Ed:  Scavenger hunt will be on Nov. 12. Christmas program is planned for Dec. 17 with 
rehearsal lunch on Dec. 16. 
 

Mission and Stewardship:  Holly reported the time and talent letters are ready to go out. They 
will be putting together five Thanksgiving baskets. 
 

Trustees:  Roger reported the sunshade in the courtyard was taken down, the parsonage washer 
and dryer are hooked up, and the dishwasher is working. 
 

House:  The Hospital Guild tea was Nov. 2. Piano recital will be Dec. 8. Girl Scouts Christmas 
party will be Dec. 16. 
 

Music:  Ron reported they could use a couple more voices. 
 

Campership:  Laura reported the camp bill has not come in yet. The sale table has brought in 
$26. 
 

Concerns:  Ashley and Carolyn, David Combs, Mitch and Cheri, Greg Rutherford, DaVee, Marcie 
 

Adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted 
 

Laura Rutherford, Clerk 
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Christian Education 

Christmas Education will be presenting their Christmas program on December 10th to the congre-

gation.  We will be rehearsing on December 9th, beginning at 9:30 am and going to sometime 

between 12 and 12:30.  Lunch will be served to the kids during that time.  We will also rehearse 

on December 3rd during church and would like the students to stay after church for 30 minutes for 

practice as well.  On December 17th, the church school students will work with Kim Powers and 

Carmen and practice playing the instruments that they made.  At the end of the church service 

they will play some songs for the congregation. 

Christmas Eve 

 On December 24th, there will be our regular Sunday 10:30 service and then a 7:00 Christmas 
Eve service.  There will not be a late service this year. 

UCC Christmas Fund 

For 116 years, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund has 

been a tangible expression of God’s love and light in the world.  One of the four Special Mission 

Offerings of the United Church of Christ, the Christmas Fund provides UCC congregations and 

members an opportunity to reach out in kindheartedness to those who have faithfully shepherd-

ed ourChurch and who now find themselves facing unexpected financial needs. 

In 2016, UCC congregations and members generously contributed $1,562,260 to the Offering.  

This enabled the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pen-

sion Boards, to provide, on behalf of the whole Church, Supplementation of Small Annuities, Re-

tiree Health Premium Supplementation, Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift 

Checks to individuals and families in need. 

On behalf of the hundreds of clergy and lay employees and their families whose lives were 

touched by your support of last year’s Christmas Fund Offering, we offer our sincere thanks for 

your generosity! 

We will be taking this offering on December 24th during morning worship. 
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     Worship enhancements 
Two months ago I advised the Diaconate and co-moderators that I was taking a sabbatical from 
putting up liturgically coordinated worship enhancement at the front of the sanctuary ending 
with the current Church Year.  I have done this for over a decade, sometimes with as many 
changes as 3 or 4 for Holy week,  weekly for Advent, Christmas & Lent, up to 20 change outs in 
a year.  The items I have used were from my personal supplies .  
     I am currently not called by God to continue .  Someone else can have the opportunity to 
share their ideas and talents if they are called to do so.  This week I took down the Ordinary 
times, season of thanks altar.  November 26 is "The Reign of Christ" and the last Sunday of 
Ordinary times before Advent starts on December 2 and there is a generic arrangement now on 
the altar.  
     I will continue to care for the Creekside Chapel providing  liturgical enhancement and medi-
tation for Advent and seasons following. 
     Thank you to all who have complimented and expressed your appreciation for my creations 
over the years.  It has been my pleasure to do this for God and the church as an artistic expres-
sion recognizing the church year and the lectionary.    
      Peace,   Susan Chamberlin (member since 1961)  

F D E E Z Q A Y O I Y J E U L   

W Z V V S K G O A Q F Z E Q R   

H Y Z C F H N Q N A J C R A O   

I S A D V E N T W R E A T H E   

T A I O W Q Q J H G K M E S C   

E C Z E F A F T D V G X S L A   

V X E O F R E V O L G O S E E   

P K U A E W M G J N R L E P P   

V R S S I T H G I L Y O J O T   

G D U W L H Z M K O O Y S H J   

C W M B R Y O Y J X L R D E N   

T D Y L L C C T L O M Q W H K   

C A D V E N T C A L E N D A R   

L F V C U W Q D H D R Y X V N   

T C T E L O I V J T X N K U Z   

ADVENT CALENDAR 
ROSE 
JOY 
JESSE TREE 
VIOLET 
WHITE 
COMING 
ADVENT WREATH 
HOPE 
ONE WEEK 
FOUR 
PEACE 
LOVE 
LIGHT 

Advent Activity—Circle A Word 
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SIGN UP TO 
HELP OUT   

Remember to sign up 
to usher, be a greet-
er, and do hospitality.  
The sign up sheet is 
on the big bulletin 
board by the front 
door.  Remember 

only the second Sun-
day is designated. 

"Treat" Sunday.  You 
are welcome to pro-

vide treats other Sun-
days, but it is option-
al.  You are responsi-

ble to serve coffee 
and tea, and bring 
juice for kids.  You 

also need to do clean 
up.  If spaces are not 

filled before each 
Gazette, Sara will fill 
in the blanks from the 

time and talent 
sheets. Thanks! 

November  

Worship  

Helpers 

December 3rd Communion, Food Sunday 

Greeters Bonnie Rail,  Janice Burya  

Ushers Greg and Laura Rutherford, Laurel Shelton,  Mary Ann Lachiewicz 

Worship Assistant Bonnie Rail 

Hospitality Chris Johnson, Joan Blubaugh 

December 10th  

Greeters Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Lynn Hume 

Ushers Joey Locke, Bev Heidlebaugh, Patty and Roger West 

Worship Assistant Rachel Kristianson 

Hospitality Roberta McMillin, Anneliese Hume 

December 17th  

Greeters Christine Johnson, Beverly Heidlebaugh  

Ushers Roberta McMillan, Joey Locke, Janice Burya, Joan Blubaugh  

Worship Assistant Roger West 

Hospitality Holly Peterson, Rachel Kristianson 

December 24th  

Greeters Joan Blubaugh, Bonnie Rail  

Ushers Lynn Hume, Mary Ann L. , Chris Johnson,  Rachel Kristianson 

Worship Assistant Robert Nein 

Hospitality Alma Stone, Melody Pierson  

December 31st  

Greeters Roberta McMillan,  Janice Burya  

Ushers Laurel Shelton, Rana Shelton, Alma Stone, Beverly Heidlebaugh  

Worship Assistant Joey Locke 

Hospitality Anneliese Hume, Mary Ann  Lachiewicz 

January 7th Communion, Food Sunday 

Greeters Patricia West, Roger West  

Ushers Mary Ann Lachiewicz, Greg & Laura Rutherford, Lynn Hume  

Worship Assistant Bonnie Rail 

Hospitality Sally Beane, Joey Locke  


