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Pastoral Reflections:
Love and Fear in the New Year
Warm Greetings in this brand New Year!
The opposite of love is not hate – it’s fear. If
you don’t think so, all you have to do is refer back
to what Jesus has to say. It is his most frequent
imperative statement: he says, “Do not be afraid”
or “Fear not” or “Have courage” twenty-one times
in the Gospels. The second most important thing
we must do, according to the numbers, is love
one another – which Jesus tells us to do eight
times. There’s obviously a relationship between
the two, but basically, if we go by the numbers,
Jesus is letting us know quite clearly that our biggest human problem is fear.
I know I harp on this a lot, but the truth is I’m
very concerned. There has always been violence
and conflict in our world; the world is a violent
place – and we tend to be a violent species. But
what feels different and worrisome to me now,
and to many thoughtful observers, is the level of
fear that’s being generated in our response to the
violence.
Not that we’re saying that violence is okay –
but our problem is that fear makes it worse and
shuts down our ability to respond to our neighbors with love, kindness and understanding – the
Jesus way of living.
I/we can see how this works in our own relationships. If we’re afraid of someone it makes it
much harder to respond to them with love, and
on the other hand if we love we can’t really respond with fear.
And these seeds of fear only get stronger
when fed by groups of people that feel the same
way. A recent study, the Chapman Survey of
American Fears found that, “Fears become toxic
when they turn groups of people against one an2

other, breaking down the sense of social
trust that enables nations and communities
to work together for the common
good.” (Huffington Post, David Briggs, “A
Nation Divided by Fear….” 12-28-15)
We convince ourselves that our fear
of others is rational, that our fears are
based on facts, when they are not, especially when it comes to how we feel threatened by those that are different than we
are – different beliefs, skin color, clothes,
etc…. But in reality, these fears have little
or no basis in fact, and the more we respond with fear, the more we perpetuate “a
downward cycle of violence and persecution, heightening tensions and increasing
grievances that potentially feed violence.” (Ibid)
Fear, when it becomes this strong and
pervasive, can take on a life of its own and
actually shut down and overwhelm our reasonable and compassionate responses.
“When we get too fearful,” says Chapman
sociologist and researcher, Christopher
Bader, “we tend to get more emotional
than logical, and you can actually create
the threat that you fear.” (Ibid)
It appears as if we as a society have
already begun to travel down this dangerous path a ways – and we must stop! You
would think that as people of faith, followers of Jesus, that we would be well
equipped to be “doers” of this inclusive
journey of creating more love and acceptance in the world…. But, the sad truth
is, in that same Chapman study, mainline
Protestants (that’s us), evangelicals, and
Catholics all expressed less warmth toward Muslims than the general public.
(Ibid) (continued next page)

To tickle your funny bone
The day finally arrived. Forrest Gump dies and goes to Heaven.
He is at the Pearly Gates. However, the gates are closed, and Forrest approaches the gatekeeper. The gatekeeper said, Well, Forrest, it is certainly good to see you. We have heard a lot about
you. I must tell you though, that the place is filling up fast, and we have been administering an
entrance examination for everyone. The test is short, but you have to pass it before you can get
into Heaven.
Forrest responds, It sure is good to be here, sir. But nobody ever told me about any entrance exam. I sure hope the test ain't too hard. Life was a big enough test as it was. The gatekeeper continued, Yes, I know, Forrest, but the test is only three questions.
First: What two days of the week begin, with the letter T? Second: How many seconds are there
in a year? Third: What is God's first name?
Forrest leaves to think the questions over. He returns the next day and sees St. Peter, who waves
him up, and says, Now that you have had a chance to think the questions over, tell me your answers. Forrest replied, Well, the first one -- which two days in the week begins with the letter 'T'?
Shucks, That would be Today and Tomorrow.
The gatekeeper's eyes opened wide and he exclaimed, Forrest, that is not what I was thinking,
but you do have a point, and I guess I did not specify, so I will give you credit for that answer.
How about the next one? How many seconds in a year? Now that one is harder, replied Forrest,
but I thunk and thunk about that, and I guess the only answer can be twelve. Astounded, the
gatekeeper said, Twelve? Twelve? Forrest, how in Heaven's name could you come up with
twelve seconds in a year? Forrest replied, Shucks, there's got to be twelve: January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd... Hold it, interrupts the gatekeeper. I see where you are going with this, and
I see your point, though that was not quite what I had in mind... but I will have to give you credit
for that one, too.
Let us go on with the third and final question. Can you tell me God's first name? Sure, Forrest
replied, it's Andy. Andy? exclaimed the exasperated and frustrated gatekeeper. Ok, I can understand how you came up with the answers to my earlier questions, but just how in the world did
you come up with the name Andy as the first name of God? Shucks, that was the easiest one of
all, Forrest replied. I learnt it from the song, ANDY WALKS WITH ME, ANDY TALKS WITH ME,
ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN.'
The gate keeper opened the Pearly Gates, and said: "Run, Forrest, run".
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Sleep, Play and Worship
Tony Robinson

"It is pointless that you get up early and stay up late; eating the bread of anxious toil because God
gives sleep to those God loves." - Psalm 127: 2
Sleep: what a great gift God has given us! What a good plan God had in creating us to need
sleep.
Question: What do sleep, play and worship have in common?
Answer: All three are, at least potentially, powerfully healing.
At their best, all three get us out of our heads, out of our monkey minds, out of the constant fretting, judging, scheming, and calculating. Freeing us from "anxious toil," of which there is just way
too much.
In all three we may, if we are lucky, lose ourselves. We may get over ourselves and our anxiety,
judging, worrying and comparing -- and so experience desperately-needed healing.
We sleep, deep, dead and blessed, letting God be God for us. What a blessing is a good night's
sleep. What does it say about us and our world that today so many suffer from sleep disorders?
Way too much anxiety.
We play, forgetting ourselves in the delight of singing in a band or choir, sailing a kite in the wind,
or running to the flying ball. Have you taken time to play lately? Do you still know how to play?
So too worship when it works, moves us into the depths of God and our own depths. We are (as
Wesley wrote and as we sing) "lost in wonder, love and praise." Oh, to be so lost!
All three -- sleep, play and worship -- are such powerful and needed balms for the wounded human spirit. Moreover, all three are God's good gifts to us, given freely, without money or price.
Isn't God just amazing?
Prayer
God, you really have provided for us. Grant us grace to receive your good gifts of sleep, play and
worship and so be healed. Amen.
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Sigh…. What happened to “Be not afraid” and “Love your neighbor as yourself?”
We are always going to be instinctively inclined to fear “the other,” people that are not the
same as we are – it’s part of our DNA, but that didn’t stop Jesus from loving and compassionately caring about all of us.
We can’t let fear win – there is another way.
This New Year, if someone is trying to talk you into fearing others, especially on the basis of
race, sexual orientation, or religion, turn off the tube, channel, conversation, refuse to fear, and
turn to the way, the message of Jesus, born as a homeless refugee, as the God’s light of love, as
the voice in the midst of all of us telling us to love one another.
New Year’s Blessings,
Pastor Judith
The State of Religion these Days
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Our brand is suffering. The reputation of
religion in general, and of Christianity, is at a
new low and sinking fast. If you think that’s not
true look at some of the responses to online
articles with religion as the main topic. The
“stock” of the rational, scientific, and material
narrative is up, and so is the “spiritual.” Many
just want to give up on religion these days –
feeling as if they are being forced to choose
between believing in a literal interpretation of a
3,000 year old cosmology and a modern scientific worldview – some choice….
And many look at all the problems with
organized religion and all the harm – and there
is plenty to see – that has been done in the
name of God, and think we would be better off
without religion. And it’s hard not to agree and
join up with the “spiritual but not religious”
crowd.
I was reading one of those religious articles on Huffington Post about a strict order of
cloistered nuns known as the “Pink Sisters” because they wear rose-pink habits to express
their joy in the Holy Spirit. They live a simple,
contemplative life, with almost no contact with
the outside world. What they do all day and

night is offer intercessory prayers on the behalf
of people who call and write about their concerns. Their lives seem unbelievably restricted
and yet they speak about the deep joy they feel
centering their lives completely on God and
helping others through prayer.
There was one comment on the article:
“What a monumental waste of time.”
Is it? Or are we just losing track of the importance of religion in our lives these days, settling for a material answer to the question: is
this all there is?
The earliest human artifacts we’ve found
are religious objects – objects that express the
first and deepest human questions: What is the
meaning of existence? What does reality consist of and what is its object? Why is life worth
living? Why is there “something” instead of
“nothing?”
These are religious questions that will never be answered by all the different ways we humans figure out “how” the universe is put together. These are questions worthy of our deepest reflection and contemplation; they are the
core and reason for all of our human religions
and practices, and they will never go away.
(continued next page)
3

(concluded from page 3) The truth is, all of us who practice religion are responding in some
fashion to the call of the great mystery of existence – looking to something greater than ourselves
for answers to our questions of life and death. It is a journey of endless discovery and revelation
that I am personally in love with, and what I live for. Jesus calls it the way, and loving God with
everything you have – the bread of life.
The modern mystic, Richard Rohr, says, “Religion is meant to teach us how to see and be
present to reality.” And that reality, found in all religions, is that the great energy flow creating and
sustaining us and all that exists, that we call God, is present now, maintaining us in existence with
every breath we take. Religion is about becoming aware and awake to, and receiving, that loving
presence, and then acting through and because of that love – or in Gospel language, loving your
neighbor as yourself.
Quite frankly, I agree with the detractors and critics of religion as it too often is, and has
been, practiced. We’ve often really made a mess of it – using religion to justify our worst human
qualities, such as greed, hatred, exclusion, and bigotry – believing in and praying to a judgmental,
vengeful, and violent God.
In this New Year time of new beginnings, I believe, and hope, that kind of religion is dying,
and something new, new life in our religions is being born, that we are evolving toward love instead of punishment – toward a deeper union with God-who-is-love, toward the fundamental
wholeness at the heart of everything. *
New Year Blessings,
Pastor Judith
(Paraphrased, Richard Rohr’s Daily Meditation, The Perennial Tradition, Sunday, December
20, 2015)

(concluded from page 8) Future Events: They commented that there has been great adult participation for the youth events. There are some great winter events planned.
Newsletter/Website: Ron reported that the new site is close to up and running.
Concerns: Bob Breza, Bell-Townes, Stan and Margaret, Deb and Erma, Davee, Mick, Ashley
and Carolyn
Respectfully submitted,
Laura Rutherford, Clerk

Budget Planning for 2016
On Thursday, January 7, we will meet from 10-12 to plan the budget for 2016. Each committee
will have a representative to present 90 and 100 percent proposals along with the rationale for
their budget. These budget proposals need to be turned in to Sara by Wednesday morning, the
6th to allow time to put the budget packet together. After hearing all proposals, a vote will be
taken which will allow our church budget to be proposed at annual meeting. Anyone interested
is invited to attend to give input on any and all aspects of the budget.
Those groups and committees presenting budgets are: administrative, diaconate, Christian Ed,
mission and stewardship, Trustees, music, youth and fellowship.

January Lectionary

JANUARY GOOD INTENT MEETING: WEDNESDAY THE 6TH
Believe it or not it's not too early to be planning your 2016 vegetable garden!
From planning to prepping to planting. Now's the time to be in the know.
Dede McAuliffe will share her expertise at January Good Intent on Wednesday the 6th at 1 p.m.
Program followed by dessert and meeting.
God's blessings to all in 2016!
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Jan 3 : 2nd Sunday after Christmas
Lesson 1: Jer 31:7-15 or Sir 24:1-12
Lesson 2: Eph 1:3-14
Psalm:
147:12-20 or
Wis of Sol 10:15-21
Gospel: John 1:(1-9), 1-18
Jan 10: Baptism of Christ
Lesson 1: Isa 43:1-7
Lesson 2: Acts 8:14-17
Psalm:
29
Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Jan 17: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Lesson 1: Isa 62:1-5

Lesson 2: 1 Cor 12:1-11
Psalm:
36:5-10
Gospel: John 2:1-11
Jan 24: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Lesson 1: Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
Lesson 2: 1 Cor 12:12-31a
Psalm:
19
Gospel: Luke 4:14-21
Jan 31: 4th Sunday after Epiphany
Lesson 1: Jer 1:4-10
Lesson 2: 1 Cor 13:1-13
Psalm:
71:1-6
Gospel: Luke 4:21-30
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Council Minutes: December 1, 2015
Holly opened. There were 10 present.
Minutes were approved.
Unfinished Business: Budget report: the committee packets have been handed out. The next
meeting will be Jan. 5 at 5:30, followed by a meeting on Jan. 7, 10-12 AM.
The free dinner fed about 80-90.
Shelves for sharing library: Robert Nein has offered us shelving 5-7 feet wide and 5 feet high.
Lynn moved to accept Robert’s offer to create a sharing library to which we can all contribute. Seconded and passed.
Creation of a care team was discussed. This would be a team of people interested in getting in
contact with people needing support. Judith will work on a plan of what this might look like.
New Business: The Advent lights are up outside. The newspaper is doing special holiday ads
for $90. Rachel moved to spend $90 for an ad in the Independent. Seconded and passed.
It was decided by consensus to give the same Christmas gifts to our employees as last year.
Annual meeting is set for Feb. 7.
Reports:
Financial: Susan reported the opening balance was $6104 and closing balance was $3953, before payroll. The balance after payroll was $1432. Third and fourth quarter annuities still need to
be paid. See separate report.
Diaconate: Cheri reported they are working on getting candle lighters for Advent. They had
some memorial money for Erma Swinger come in. The longest night service will be Dec. 21.
Mission and Stewardship: Judy reported we donated 35 pounds of food to the Food Bank. We
are sponsoring a family again with items due back by Dec. 16.
Trustees: Dave and Roger changed the clogged filter on the parsonage furnace.
Christian Ed/Youth Group: Rachel reported they are putting together the Christmas program.
Dress rehearsal will be on Dec. 19.
Pastor’s Report: Judith reported she has done two memorials. She attended the Westminster
event with the national director the UCC. She is working with the Hunger Coalition and the Food
Bank board. She is looking into Peace in the Park, an interfaith event. She will be gone on Jan. 3
to a healthy church workshop.
Choir and Music: Ron reported that the choir usually sings for the early Christmas eve service
with special music for the late service.
Food Pantry: Cheri reported they put together 8 baskets for Thanksgiving.
Pastoral Relations: Rachel is the new chairperson.
Nominating: They will be meeting on Dec. 3 at 11 AM.
Capital Improvements: They are still in formation stage and would welcome new members.
Short term goals include building nice storage in the furnace room, replacing the toilets in the old
restrooms, looking at the water fountain, and the drainage on the creek side of the church.
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Once again Chewelah UCC experienced a very
blessed Advent and Christmas season. Every year I
wonder if the blessings and generosity will be there for another year, and every year it seems the
experience is greater than the year before.
The love for this church is shown in the dedication and time that is put into making our church
beautiful on the inside and out during this season. Last year the Hope sign appeared for the first
time. Many positive comments came from the community as Chewelah UCC shared this message. This year Love lit up the bell tower, adding more to our message.
The altar changed weekly until at last on Christmas Eve the altar was transformed into absolute
beauty.
Our Sunday School teachers and youth once again delighted us with a Christmas program unlike
anything we had seen. We heard stories from scripture, told by “prophets”, Christmas carols, bell
choir, and drumming.
Special music was shared at both Christmas Eve services, luminaries lit the entrance to the
church and candles glowed in the darkened sanctuary.
None of this happens without much planning and implementation. It takes many hands and a
great deal of time for the Christmas season to happen in our church. Thanks to everyone who
contributed to the amazing Advent and Christmas season at UCC.
Another aspect of celebrating this season within our church family is the contributions to various
causes, monetarily and otherwise. Nine food baskets were given out and gifts and food were
delivered to a family we sponsored, as well as offerings that were taken for the Christmas Fund.
Once again, love and generosity was shown by our congregation to make sure others in our
community had Christmas joy.
2015 is almost behind us and a new year looms ahead. As we look forward to 2016, I will leave
you with the familiar words of Howard Thurman’s poem.
When the song of the angels is stilled
When the star in the sky is gone
When the kings and princes are home
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins.
To find the lost, to heal the broken
To feed the hungry, to release the prisoner
To rebuild the nations
To make peace among people
To make music in the heart.
It's what we do at Chewelah UCC, where a God is still speaking to us.

Moderator’s Moment

Blessings to all in the coming year.
Holly
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January Calendar

January Worship Ministers Volunteer Calendar

Mondays: Worship team at 10:00, Bible Study at 11:15

Sunday

Jan 3

Jan 10

Jan 17

Jan 24

Jan 31

Worship

Holly Peterson

Judy Bean

Sally Beane

Robert Nein

Rachel Kristianson

Ushers

Joey Locke
Bell-Townes
Lynn Hume
Jorja Davenport

Linda Moyer
Mary Ann
Lachiewicz
Joan Blubaugh
Chris Johnson

Laurel Shelton
Roberta McMillin
Janice Burya
Jorja Davenport

Greg Bell-Towne
Bev Heidlebaugh
Lu and Bob
Schroder

Laurel Shelton
Randy and Carol
Auvil
Chris Johnson

Hospitality
Ministers

Bonnie Rail
Judy Bean

Roberta McMillin
Susan Chamberlin

Bell-Townes
Janice Burya

Linda Hodgden

Lu an Bob Schroder
Bev Heidlebaugh

Greeters

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura
Rutherford

Greg & Laura Rutherford

House Committee Update:
New hours for SCAN
—Mon. 3:30-5:30
—Wed. 3-5:00
—Fri. 3:30- 5:30

2015 Budget Review

January 3: Worship at 10:30, Communion Sunday;
January 5 : Final 2015 budget review 5:30; Church Council @ 6:30
January 6: Good Intent 1 pm
January 7: Budget planning for 2016; Women together @ 10 and 6
January 10: Worship at 10:30, Birthday Sunday,
January 17: Worship at 10:30, Long Term Care service @ 3:00, Sledding at
Combs
January 21: Women together at 10 and 6
January 24: Worship @ 10:30
January 26: Diaconate @ 11:30
January 31: Worship @ 10:30
February 7: Annual Meeting following worship; potluck to follow

Long Term Care Service of Hymns
Every third Sunday 3-3:30
Sign up on the bulletin board if you
are interested in attending

Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 7 following
worship. Brief written reports
need to be turned in to Sara
by January 31. A potluck will
follow the meeting.

4th Quarter, end of year
review
Tuesday, January 5;
5:30 (Before council
meeting)
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NUTS 2-U !
G.I. ladies still selling nuts for baking and/or eating!
Contact our nutty lady Joan or another nutty member.
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